
Who Were the Children of George
Bentley Sr. of Greenfield, New York?

Bentley Gleanings

I a� ver� gla� t� giv� yo� al� assistanc� p�ssibl�, bu� fea� i� wil� no� b� a�
satisfactor� a� yo� desir�….

I hav� endeavore� t� gai� th� informatio� aske� fo� b� yo�, bu� di� no� succee�
t� m� satisfactio�. I wen� t� se� on� Jess� Bentle�, so� of Charle�; so� of Ge�., S�.
H� coul� giv� m� n� trac� of th� Sha�� no� th� maide� nam� of hi� grandmothe�.
Charle� (Ge�., S�.) �. Betse� Bowe�. Jessi� (Ge�., S�.) �. Eunic� Mari�
Steadma�; ha� � so� Isaa� Bentle�. I als� wen� t� se� Andre� Bentle�, grandso� of
Abraha� (Ge�., S�.) wit� n� be�e� succes�. Ge�. Bentle�, S�. wa� brothe� t� Joh�
Bentle� (m� grandfathe�)...

M� fathe� wa� Oti� Bentle�, �. 28 Oc�., 1794, a� Milto�, Saratog� Count�,
N . Y.; �. 8 Apri�, 1894, a� Milto�. H� �. 4 Jul�, 1815, a� Milto�, Theod�si�
Hulin�, �. 3 No�., 1792, a� Beekma�, Dutches� Count�, N . Y.; �. 8 Apri�, 1849; da�.
of Joh� Hulin� an� Charit� Eighm�, hi� wif�….

Th� fathe� of Oti� Bentle� wa� Joh� Bentle� (m� grandfathe�), �. 3 De�,
1756, i� Rhod� Islan�; �. 25 Jul�, 1830, i� Milto�, Saratog� Count�, N . Y.; cam� t�
Milto� i� 1783 o� 1784 fro� nea� Renseelae� [sic] Count�. H� �. Thankfu� Ballo�, �.
18 Marc�, 1767, i� Rhod� Islan�; �. 12 No�., 1830, i� Milto�.

M� fathe�'� nam� wa� Oti� Bentle�; hi� fathe� wa� Joh� Bentle�; hi� fathe�
wa� Tillinghas� Bentle�; hi� fathe� wa� W� Bentle�; hi� fathe� wa� J�sep� Bentle�.

Letter from John Otis Bentley to Julia Harrison Lobdell probably around 1903.1

1 Julia Harrison Lobdell, Bentley Gleanings, (Chicago: A.W. Fleming, 1905); imaged at FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/353179-bentley-gleanings : accessed 14 May 2022),
images 60–61 of 128, pp. 59–60.
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Serious Bentley researchers don’t trust the information found in Bentley Gleanings by
Julia Harrison Lobdell. In 1903 Lobell was hired to establish a client’s relationship to her
ancestors who served in the Revolutionary War so the client could join the Society of
Colonial Dames.2 In the course of her research, Lobell discovered a lot about the
Bentley family and was asked to publish her findings. Lobell admitted that the
information was not totally accurate, “Tradition, records and family history as given by
different members of the family several times contradict one another, but, I supply the
supposition, --you are to prove or disprove it, --according to your Bentley knowledge.”3

But with no vital records for this time period, and very little on the family in the church
records, the letter from John Otis Bentley in Bentley Gleanings (see above) was one of
the few sources found that mentioned a relationship between George Bentley Sr. and
his children.4

4 There were two churches in Greenfield, New York, when George Bentley and Betsey’s children were young. The
Congregational Church opened in 1790 and dissolved in 1949. See Ron Feulner, “Historian’s Corner,” The Town of
Greenfield Historical Society Newsletter, Vol. 19, Issue 8, April 2019, p. 2; imaged at Town of Greenfield Historical
Society (http://www.greenfieldhistoricalsociety.com/uploads/3/4/4/0/3440973/toghs_4-2019_news.pdf : accessed 14
May 2022). While records are available at FamilySearch, they are a transcription created in 1977 from “book no.:
974 B2n v. 34-35” and the location of the original records was not listed. Book no. 974 B2n refers to The New
England Historical and Genealogical Register. Also, H. Calkins, Jr., “An Exact Copy of the Records of the
Congregational Church of Greenfield, Saratogoa, Co., New York,” The New York Genealogical and Biographical
Record, vol.34, issue 2, April 1903, p. 10, preview imaged at Proquest
(https://www.proquest.com/openview/21f5f005469d296cc9bb852fc8f3821a
/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=46423 : accessed 14 May 2022); Calkins located the records of the first pastor of the
Congregational Church covering the years 1792 to 1796 in the possession of Mr Charles D. Gardiner, a deacon,
living in Middle Grove, Greenfield, New York. George Bentley’s family does not appear in the FamilySearch
transcription. Congregationalists believe in infant baptism so if George was a member, his young children would
probably have been baptized. See “Baptism at Centre Congregational Church,” Centre Congregational Church,
(http://www.centre-church.org/baptisms.htm : accessed 14 May 2022). Also, Ron Feulner, Greenfield Town
Historian, to Deborah Carl, email dated 18 May 2022, stated he did not know the location of the original
Congregational Church records but the transcriptions they have appear to be from Mr. Calkins who copied the
information from the originals in the possession of Charles Gardiner; in possession of the author. Also, Lynn Calvin
with the Saratoga Town Historian’s office to Deborah Carl, phone call 18 May 2022, said his office has typewritten
transcriptions but not the original records and he did not know their location. Also, William McCarthy, archivist at
the Congregational Church Library and Archives, to Deborah Carl, email dated 16 May 2022, stated they do not
have any records from the Greenfield church and he did not know the current location of the original records; in
possession of the author.
The second church in Greenfield, New York, was the Baptist Church founded in 1791 and is still serving the
community. “Our History,” Greenfield Center Baptist Church, (https://gfcbc.com/about-us-contact-info/ : accessed
14 May 2022). A George Bently was dismissed from the church in 1793 and an Elizabeth Bently was dismissed
from the church in 1795. The place and time makes it possible that this was George Bentley Sr., the husband of
Betsey. See “Baptist Church in Greenfield, Saratoga County, New York: December 1791–March 1797,” transcribed
by Mary G. Hafler, published November 2000, Saratoga NYGenWeb Project: Saratoga County, New York
(http://www.saratoganygenweb.com/baptist1.htm : accessed 9 March 2022), Saratoga County Church Records >
Baptist Church in Greenfield Records > pp. 4–5, entries for George Bently and Elizabeth Bently; transcribed “from
photo copies of handwritten notes by various records,” location of original record is not known. Also, Lauren

3 Ibid., image 6 of 128, p. 5.
2 Ibid., image 2 of 128, p. 3.
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Although they lived about an hour away via horse and wagon, Jesse Bentley probably
knew his grandparents. His grandmother passed away when Jesse was seven years
old, which was probably why he did not know her maiden name. Unfortunately,
information about the family was passed from Jesse to John Otis to Lobell and the
current location of the original letter from John Otis is not known. As the letter appears
in Bentley Gleanings, John Otis wrote that “Jessie (Geo., Sr.) m. Eunice Maria
Steadman…”5 Earlier he wrote “Jesse Bentley, son of Charles…”6 Why did John Otis
use two different spellings? Was “(Geo., Sr.)” supposed to be “(Charles)”?

Unfortunately, Jesse Bentley’s death record did not mention his wife or mother.7 Jesse
Bentley was eighty-three years and ten months old when he died on 20 February 1909
in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York.8 He was born in Greenfield, Saratoga, New
York, on 21 April 1825, the son of Charles Bentley.9 Jesse was buried in the Hutchings

9 Ibid. The death record stated his birth place and said his father was Charles Bentley. Also, Ancestry, Find A Grave,
database with images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/100341760/jesse-bentley : accessed 25 April 2022),
memorial 100341760, Jesse Bentley (1825–1909), Hutchings Cemetery, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York;
gravestone photograph by Julie Johnson Dowd posted by Deborah Carl. The first name is missing from the
gravestone, the birth month and year and the death date match the death record from the Saratoga Springs death
register, and he was buried next to Eunice Mariah “wife of Jessey Bentley.” See Ancestry, Find A Grave, database
with images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/239165414/eunice-mariah-bentley : accessed 25 April 2022),
memorial 239165414, Eunice Mariah Steadman Bentley (1826–1881), Hutchings Cemetery, Greenfield, Saratoga,
New York; gravestone photograph by Julie Johnson Dowd posted by Deborah Carl.

8 Ibid.

7 City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, "Register of Deaths in the Village of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga
County, State of New York," 1909 section, no volume listed, no. 85, Jesse Bentley; photocopied images of Jesse
Bentley’s entry which spanned two pages supplied by City Clerk’s Office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 8 July 2021,
in possession of the author. See Document 1.

6 Ibid.
5 Lobdell, Bentley Gleanings, image 60 of 128, p. 59.

Roberts, Saratoga County Historian, to Deborah Carl, email dated 5 April 2022, stated the office of the Saratoga
County Historian has photocopies of the original church records used in the transcription, but she did not know
where the originals are located; in possession of the author. Photocopies of the original records were also available at
the American Baptist-Samuel Colgate Historical Library, which was located in Rochester, New York, and is now the
American Baptist Historical Society and the archives is located in Atlanta, Georgia. Also, Ron Feulner, Greenfield
Town Historian, to Deborah Carl, email dated 18 May 2022, stated he did not know the location of the original
Baptist church records; in possession of the author. Also, Steve Galish, Greenfield Center Baptist Church staff
member, to Deborah Carl, email dated 10 July 2022, stated their records “are sketchy at best going back that far…”
in response to a request for access to the records to search for George Bentley and Betsey’s children; in possession
of the author. Mr. Galish never responded to emails and phone calls asking if the original records transcribed by
Mary G. Hafler are still at the church or if the author could search the marriage records. Baptists do not practice
infant baptism and as expected, no record of George’s children was found in the 1791–1797 transcription. Heidi
Hall, “Is it Heresy for Baptists to Baptize a Baby? One Pastor’s Example Sets Off a Debate,” posted 18 May 2015,
Religion News Service
(https://religionnews.com/2015/05/18/heresy-baptists-baptize-baby-one-pastors-example-sets-off
-debate/ : accessed 14 May 2022).
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Cemetery, which in 1878 was known as the Bowen Cemetery, and his mother, Betsey
(née Bowen) Bentley, was also buried there.10 Jesse’s stone was damaged and his first
name was no longer decipherable, but the rest of the stone was legible and stated he
was born on 21 April 1825, and died on 20 February 1909.11

Jesse Bentley and Myra (Eunice Maria) Steadman are listed as the parents on Isaac
Bentley’s death record.12 Isaac was born on 1 August 1854 in Saratoga Springs,
Saratoga, New York.13 The census of 1850 listed Charles Bentley, age fifty-six, living in
Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, with Nancy (his second wife), age forty-seven, Esther
(their daughter), age three, Jesse (from Charles’ first marriage), age twenty-five, Eunice
(Jesse’s wife), age twenty-three, and another child named Charles, age thirteen.14 Five
years later in the New York state census, Charles, age sixty-two, and his wife Nancy,
age fifty-two, were living with their daughter Jane (probably Esther), age eight.15 Living

15 "New York State Census, 1855," database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K638-6ZY : accessed 26 January 2022), New York State Census, 1855 >
Saratoga > Greenfield, E.D. 2, image 10 of 23, 1855 New York census, Saratoga County, Town of Greenfield,
unpaginated, dwell. 163, fam. 190, Charles Bentley household; Saratoga County Clerk’s Office, Ballston Spa, New
York.

14 1850 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Greenfield, handwritten p. 27,
dwell. 222, fam. 222, Charles Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MC1J-JL2 : accessed 14 May 2022), United States Census, 1850 > New
York > Saratoga > Greenfield, image 27 of 70; citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 593.

13 Ibid. Isaac’s birth date was on his gravestone. Also, New York death certificate no. 37874 (1915), Isaac Bentley.
The death record listed his birthplace.

12 New York Department of Health, death certificate, 37874 (1915), Isaac Bentley; Bureau of Vital Statistics,
Albany, New York, photocopy from the files of George Richard Bentley Jr. in possession of the author. Note that the
death record stated he was buried in Coey Cemetery but the headstone is in the Hutchinson Cemetery. See
Document 2. Also, Ancestry, Find A Grave, database with images
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/100342104/isaac-bentley : accessed 25 April 2022), memorial 100342104,
Isaac Bentley (1854–1915), Hutchings Cemetery, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York; gravestone photograph by Julie
Johnson Dowd posted by Deborah Carl.

11 Find A Grave, memorial 100341760, Jesse Bentley (1825–1909), gravestone photograph by Julie Johnson Dowd
posted by Deborah Carl.

10 Dave Bixby, “Town of Greenfield Cemeteries: Hutchings Cemetery," Heritage Hunters of Saratoga County,
Saratoga NYGenWeb Project: Saratoga County, New York, last updated 2 October 2015
(http://www.saratoganygenweb.com/gnfldcem.htm#hutc : accessed 26 January 2022), Saratoga County Cemeteries >
Town of Greenfield, Hutchings Cemetery, see cemetery description and entries for Jesse? Bentley and Betsey
Bentley. Also, Saratoga Springs, New York, Register of Deaths, 1909, Jesse Bentley. The death record said he was
buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery but his gravemarker is at the Hutchinson Cemetery in Greenfield, Saratoga, New
York. See Find A Grave, memorial 100341760, Jesse Bentley (1825–1909), gravestone photograph by Julie Johnson
Dowd posted by Deborah Carl. Also, Julie Johnson Dowd to Deborah Carl, Facebook message dated 23 April 2022,
stated she could not find a grave marker for Betsey Bentley but there were many overturned stones; in possession of
the author. Also, Ancestry, Find A Grave, database with images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/100341739
/betsey-bentley : accessed 25 April 2022), memorial 100341739, Betsey Bentley (1795–1841), Hutchings Cemetery,
Greenfield, Saratoga, New York; no stone, but Dave Bixby videotaped the stone around 1996 and a still image from
a CD copy of the tape was supplied by Lynn Calvin, administrator of the Saratoga NYGENWeb Project, and posted
with permission by Deborah Carl.
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next door was Jesse Bentley, age twenty-nine, and his wife Mariah Bentley, age
twenty-eight, with their son Isaac Bentley, age four.16 In the 1840 census, Charles had
three females in his household: one 15 to under 20, one 20 to under 30, and one 40 to
under 50 (probably his first wife Betsey Bowen).17 Eunice would have been about
thirteen years old and does not match the ages of any of the females listed in Charles’
household supporting the conclusion that she was not Charles’ daughter.

Based on Jesse’s birth date of 21 April 1825, and that he and his wife Eunice Maria
executed a quit claim deed on property that was purchased by Charles Bentley from the
estate of Jesse’s grandfather, Jesse Bowen, it is more likely that Jesse was the son of
Charles Bentley, rather than a brother, and John Otis Bentley’s letter was incorrect in
identifying Jesse Bentley, the husband of Eunice Marie Steadman, as the son of George
Bentley Sr.18 So while some researchers say George Sr. had a son named Jesse, there
is no evidence to support that conclusion.

18 "New York Land Records, 1630-1975," digital images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org
/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9WC-GSC9 : accessed 26 January 2022), New York Land Records, 1630-1975 > Saratoga
> Deeds 1866 vol 104-105 > image 226 of 625, Saratoga County, New York, Deed Book 104, pp. 425–426, Jesse
Bentley and Eunice M Bentley to Charles Bentley, quitclaim, recorded 23 May 1866; County Courthouse, Ballston
Spa, New York.

17 1840 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Greenfield, handwritten p. 12,
Charles Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHRP-Y37 : accessed
14 May 2022), United States Census, 1840 > New York > Saratoga > Greenfield, image 23 of 40; citing NARA
microfilm M704, roll 336.

16 Ibid., dwell. 162, fam. 189, Jesse Bentley household.
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History of the Bentleys

I a� encl�sin� copie� of page� fro� Histor� of th� Bentle�� whic� boo� als�
state� tha� Charle� Bentle�, so� of Georg�, wa� fathe� of Jess�. Th� autho�, Lewi�
Bentle�, whil� o�erin� � rathe� confusin� lis� of hi� relative�, doe�, I believ�, prov� t�
b� accurat� abou� th� generation� h� kne� fi�s� han�. H� wa� fi�s� cousi� of you�
Jess� Bentle�. Lewi� an� Jess� wer� secon� cousin� of Joh� Oti� Bentle� wh�s� le�e�
i� reproduce� o� pag� 59 of Bentle� Gleanin��.

Letter from Edwin M. Bentley to
George Richard Bentley Jr. 20 December 198219

Most trees on Ancestry indicated Charles’ parents were George Bentley Sr. (1758-1839) and
Betsey, possibly Betsey Dubois. Out of forty-one public trees, only eleven had sources and
only two had sources regarding the parents of Charles Bentley—one by the Bentley expert,
Edwin Bentley, and one by rzamor1 who only cited Settlers of the Beekman Patent as a
source.20 Edwin’s information regarding Charles’ father came from The History of the
Bentleys by Lewis Bentley published in 1888, Bentley Gleanings, and the 1820 United States
federal census record where a Charles and a George Bentley appeared on the same page in
Greenfield, Saratoga, New York.21

The History of the Bentleys contained no sources and the author wrote, “If the reader finds
errors in the dates or names, please excuse one that wishes no harm to any one [sic], as he
has writen [sic] the most of it from memory.”22 The book was confusing as Edwin mentioned
in his letter above. “He [George Sr.] had four sons and three daughters. Abram, the
oldest...The next son was Yerry [Edwin indicated this was George Jr.]...Charles lived in

22 Lewis Bentley, The History of the Bentleys, (Maple Rapids, Michigan: W. E. Warner, 1888), unpaginated, pp.
28–29; imaged at FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L98Q-H8Q3 : accessed 14
May 2022), images 26–27 of 48.

21 “William Bentley of Rhode Island Descendants,” Ancestry family tree by Edwin Bentley, profile for George
Bentley (b. 1757, d. 1839).

20 Ancestry statistics as of 2 June 2021 compiled by author. Also, “Public Member Trees,” Ancestry
(https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109109469/person/110074930519/facts : accessed 26 January
2022), “William Bentley of Rhode Island Descendants” family tree by Edwin Bentley, profiles for George Bentley
(b. 5 Feb 1757, d. 17 May 1839) and Charles Bentley (b. 1794, d. 1878). Also, “Public Member Trees,” Ancestry
(https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/77817137/person/44371574120/facts : accessed 26 January
2022), “Harrisena (2015)” family tree by rzamor1, profiles for George Bentley (b. 1758, d. 17 May 1839) and
Charles Bentley (b. 1794).

19 Edwin M. Bentley, Seattle, Washington, to George Richard Bentley Jr., letter dated 20 December 1982, sent
annotated pages of History of the Bentleys by Lewis Bentley; in possession of the author.  See Figure 1.
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Greenfield...The girls were Anna, Esther and Betsey.”23 (See Figure 1 where Edwin mapped
out the relations in the booklet.) On the next page, Lewis wrote about his father, Isaac
Bentley, “the second son of George Bentley…”24

There were three trees on Ancestry that named George Bentley Sr. as the father of Isaac
Bentley and had a source—two cited The History of the Bentleys and rzamor1 cited Settlers
of the Beekman Patent.25 Rzamor1 also added Jesse and Bethany as children of George Sr.
without sources and left out Elizabeth.26

26 “Public Member Trees,” Ancestry, “Harrisena (2015)” family tree by rzamor1, profile for George Bentley (b. 5
Feb 1757, d. 17 May 1839) and his children Abraham Bentley (b. 1783, d. 26 Dec 1875), George Bentley (b. 1784),
Jesse Bentley (b. 1786), Isaac Bentley (b. 1788, d. 10 Jun 1863), Anna Bentley (b. 1790), Esther Bentley (b. 1792),
Charles Bentley (b. 1794), and Bethany Bentley (b. 1798).

25 See “Public Member Trees,” Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/69972533
/person/332322138802/facts : accessed 24 May 2022), “Bell Family Tree” family tree by Gloria S. Patterson, profile
for Isaac Bentley (b. 1788, d. 10 Jan 1863). Also, “Public Member Trees,” Ancestry, “William Bentley of Rhode
Island Descendants” family tree by Edwin Bentley, profile for Isaac Bentley (b. 1788, d. 10 Jun 1863). Also, “Public
Member Trees,” Ancestry, “Harrisena (2015)” family tree by rzamor1, profile for Isaac Bentley (b. 1788, d. 10 Jun
1863).

24 Ibid., image 17 of 48, p.12.
23 Ibid., image 16 of 48, pp.10–11.
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Figure 1 The History of the Bentleys by Lewis Bentley annotated by Edwin Bentley27

In John Otis’ letter, he mentioned several sons of George Sr.—Charles, Jessie
(probably an error since the husband of Eunice Maria Steadman was Charles’ son), and
Abraham.28 As there was a George Sr., there was also probably a George Jr. which
agrees with the information provided by Lewis and Edwin Bentley quoted above. Lewis
did not mention Jesse and added Isaac and daughters Betsey, Anna, and Esther.

28 Lobdell, Bentley Gleanings, image 60 of 128, p.59.

27 Bentley, The History of the Bentleys, photocopy of image 16 of 48, pp. 10–11, annotated and sent with letter from
Edwin Bentley to George Richard Bentley Jr., 1982.
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Dutchess County, NY:
The Settlers of the Beekman Patent

Children of George Bentley Sr. and Betsey29

Although rzamor1’s Ancestry tree cited The Settlers of the Beekman Patent as the source for
George Bentley Sr.’s children, author Frank J. Doherty got the information from Edwin, and
Edwin got most of the information from The History of the Bentleys.

While Doherty did not add any new evidence to connect George Sr. as the father of
Abraham, Anna, Esther, Isaac, George, Charles, and Betsey, he was wrong when he
suggested Charles Bentley’s second wife was “Nancy Spencer, dau. of Clark Spencer of
Berlin, NY…”30 The source he cited was not the will of Clark Spencer, it was the will of Clark
Spencer Bly (even though it was listed as Spencer in the index), and Nancy Bentley was not
his daughter, she was his sister meaning her maiden name was probably Nancy Bly.31 The
will was recorded on 15 April 1830, Charles Bentley’s first wife died on 7 October 1841, so
it is highly doubtful that Nancy (née Bly) Bentley was the Nancy married to Charles Bentley,
the son of George Sr.32 The Settlers of the Beekman Patent was highly recommended for
research about George Bentley Sr. and his children, but lacked reliable sources.

32 Ibid. Also, Find A Grave, memorial 100341739, Betsey Bentley (1795–1841), currently no stone, but Dave Bixby
videotaped the original stone around 1996 and a still image was posted by Deborah Carl.

31 "New York Probate Records, 1629-1971," database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org
/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GY4J-77P : accessed 27 January 2022), New York Probate Records, 1629-1971 > Rensselaer
> Wills 1829-1834 vol 12 > image 45 of 251, p. 27, The Last Will and Testament of Clark Spencer Bly, recorded 15
April 1830; County Courthouse, Troy, New York.

30 Ibid.

29 Frank J. Doherty, The Settlers of the Beekman Patent, Dutchess County, New York: An Historical and
Genealogical Study of All the 18th Century Settlers in the Patent, (Pleasant Valley, New York: F.J. Doherty, 1993),
Vol 2, p. 553; imaged at FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS87-SSJ8-G :
accessed 14 May 2022), image 759 of 3840.
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Last Will and Testaments

Rea� Estat� I hav� Non�. George Bentley Sr. as part of his petition for a Revolutionary
War Pension.33

...fo� abou� twent� yea�� las� pas� bee� pe�sonall� acquainte� wit� Georg� Bentl� of th� tow�
Count� & Stat� aforesai�. Tha� durin� th� whol� tim� th� sai� Georg� Bentl� ha� bee� � ver�
poo� ma� & pa�ticularl� fo� th� las� si� yea�� no� las� pas� th� sai� Georg� Bentl� ha� neve�
ha� na� mor� prope�t� a� an� tim� tha� � li�l� househol� furnitur� � co� & pi� & othe� li�l�
stu� of � poo� ma�. Affidavit of Joseph Cole and John Barney of Saratoga regarding
George Bentley Sr.’s financial circumstances and included in George Sr.’s petition for a
Revolutionary War Pension.34

No will or probate records were located regarding the estate of George Bentley Sr., probably
because there was nothing of value according to the inventory he submitted to the
Revolutionary War Pension board in 1821.35

George Sr. was mentioned as a potential heir to his brother Tabor Bentley’s estate in 1837.36

Even though Tabor had left a will, there were no children to inherit and anyone with a possible
claim to the estate had to be notified. According to the law at the time, his estate did not go to
his widow but passed to his parents. Since they were deceased, the estate then passed to his
siblings, and if they were deceased, their children and possibly grandchildren. George Bentley
Sr. was still alive and named on the list of possible heirs, so none of his children should have
been on the list. Sally (née Bentley) married to John Button living in Otisco, Onondaga County
was named as a potential heir leading to the conclusion that she probably was not George
Bentley Sr.’s daughter, and since she was listed with the descendants of Thomas Bentley, she
was probably the daughter of Thomas, the brother of George Sr. and Tabor.37

37 Ibid., image 159 of 487, p. 288.

36 "New York Probate Records, 1629-1971," database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YCH-TTT : accessed 27 January 2022), New York Probate Records,
1629-1971 > Saratoga > Wills 1836-1840 vol 10–11 > image 158 of 487, Vol. 10 p. 287, 15 January 1838, the
executors of Tabor Bentley’s will appeared before the Surrogate court and named the heirs, testified they had been
notified by publication, and requested the will be probated; Surrogate’s Office, Saratoga Springs, New York.

35 Ibid., image 425 of 743, schedule of estate.

34 Ibid., image 430 of 743, Nonselected Records, affidavit of Joseph Cole and John Barney sworn 26 December 1821
before Judge Samuel Cook, Court of Common Pleas at Saratoga County, New York.

33 "Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900," Ancestry
(https://search.ancestry.com/collections/1995/records/4870 : accessed 27 January 2022), Revolutionary War Pension
and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900 > B > Bently, Azel - Bishop, Zepheniah > Bentley, Azel -
Bently, Thomas > image 425 of 743, George Bentley, New York S. 45263 application for pension, schedule of
estate; citing NARA microfilm M804, Record Group 15, Roll 223.
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Lewis Bentley wrote, “Anna married John Button, and died, leaving one daughter named Edith.
She grew up and married Hiram Fellows, the father of Susan the lady who visited in Richmond
in the winter of 1841. They lived in Onondaga County, New York.”38

There was only one John Button living as a head of household in Onondaga County, New York,
in 1830 and he was in Otisco.39 In 1840 there were two John Buttons in Onondaga County, one
in Otisco and one in Clay; the John Button in Otisco was probably the John Button married to
Sally mentioned in Tabor Bentley’s 1837 will.40 John had fifteen of the same neighbors in 1830
that he had in 1820, and by 1840 there were eighteen neighbors who were the same as in 1830
demonstrating that John Button in Otisco was probably the same man in all three census
years.41 Hiram Fellows was listed two lines above John in the 1840 census.42 In 1850 John
Button, age seventy, and Sally, age fifty-six, had sixteen neighbors who were the same
neighbors in 1840.43 (See Figure 2.) The third family listed above John Button and Sally were
Hiram Fellows, age fifty-two, and Edy, age fifty.44 Given the closeness in age, Sally Button living
in Otisco, Onondaga, New York, was not the mother of Edy Fellows. But the 1860 census put
Sally’s birth around 1783, making her about seventeen years old when Edy was born, and the
mother-daughter relationship was possible.45 If Lewis Bentley was correct that Edith was the

45 1860 U.S. census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, p. 5, dwell. 36, fam. 39,
John Button household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCQL-HP6 : accessed 17
May 2022), United States Census, 1860 > New York > Onondaga > Town of Otisco, image 5 of 48; citing NARA
microfilm M653, roll 828.

44 1850 U.S. census, Otisco, Onondaga, New York, handwritten p. 369, dwell. 209, fam. 221, Hiram Fellows
household, image 27 of 43.

43 1850 U.S. census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, handwritten p. 369, dwell.
212, fam. 224, John Button household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903
/1:1:MCBP-TVP : accessed 17 May 2022), United States Census, 1850 > New York > Onondaga > Otisco, image 27
of 43; citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 567. Also, 1840 U.S. census, Otisco, Onondaga, New York, handwritten
p. 499, John Buttan [sic] household, image 3 of 28.

42 Ibid., Hiram Fellows household.

41 1830 U.S. census, Otisco, Onondaga, New York, p. 332, John Button household, image 10 of 28. Also, 1820 U.S.
census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, handwritten p. 227, John Button
household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHGW-XFH : accessed 17 May 2022),
United States Census, 1820 > New York > Onondaga > Otisco, image 5 of 7; citing NARA microfilm M33, roll 67.
Also, 1840 U.S. census, Otisco, Onondaga, New York, handwritten p. 499, John Buttan [sic] household, image 3 of
28.

40 1840 U.S. census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, handwritten p. 499, John
Buttan [sic] household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHTW-L13 : accessed 17
May 2022), United States Census, 1840 > New York > Onondaga > Otisco, image 3 of 28; citing NARA microfilm
M704, roll 317. Also, 1840 U.S. census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Clay,
handwritten p. 83, John Button household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBS-X1Q : accessed 17 May 2022), United States Census,
1840 > New York > Onondaga > Clay, image 17 of 32; citing NARA microfilm M704, roll 316.

39 1830 U.S. census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, p. 332, John Button
household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHPJ-4BQ : accessed 17 May 2022),
United States Census, 1830 > New York > Onondaga > Otisco, image 10 of 28; citing NARA microfilm M19, roll
100.

38 Bentley, The History of the Bentleys, image 16 of 48, p. 11.
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only child of Anna Bentley, Sally could be a stepmother as there appeared to be other children
of John and Sally in the 1850 household.46

The 1820 census stated John Button of Otisco, Onondaga, New York, had two males under age
10 (probably Zebulon Button born around 1816 and Asher Button born around 1820), two males
age 10 to 15 (they would have been born between 1805 and 1810), one male age 26 to 44
(probably John Button), three females under age 10 (Edy Button was born about 1800 so
probably was not one of the females and was probably the female listed with Hiram Fellows),
and one female age 26 to 44 (probably John’s wife Sally Bentley).47 In 1820, Hiram Fellows
appeared in the census on the page before John Button. His household had one male age 16 to
25 (probably Hiram Fellows), one female under age 10, and one female age 16 to 25 (probably
his wife Edy Button).48

Edy moved to Otisco, Onondaga, New York, around 1811, and would have been about eleven
years old.49 John Button and Sarah moved there around 1817.50 It is doubtful Edy would have
moved 158 miles away from her mother as a child, but if there were problems between her and
her stepmother, it would not be unreasonable to expect John Button sent his daughter to live
with family members. In 1810 there were no Bentleys living in Otisco, Onondaga, New York, and
there was only one Button family—John Button’s brother Zebulon.51 The Zebulon Button family
of Otisco, Onondaga, New York, consisted of one male under age 10, one male age 26 to 44
(probably Zebulon), two females age 16 to 25 (which would not include Edy who would have
been around 10 years old), and one female age 26 to 44 (probably his wife Olive Cheney).52 In
the 1850 census, Zebulon Button, the son of Zebulon Button and Olive Cheney, appeared to be
working as a laborer on Hiram Fellows and Edy’s farm.53 Zebulon was born around 1819,
probably the same year Edy Button married Hiram Fellows, his father had passed away in 1836,

53 1850 U.S. census, Otisco, Onondaga, New York, handwritten p. 369, dwell. 209, fam. 221, Hiram Fellows
household, image 27 of 43.

52 Ibid.

51 1810 U.S. census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, handwritten p. 531,
Zebulon Button household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903
/3:1:33S7-9YBH-9WWX : accessed 27 May 2022), United States Census, 1810 > New York > Onondaga > Tully,
image 3 of 3; citing NARA microfilm M252, roll 34.

50 Ibid., dwell. 298, fam. 298, John Button household.

49 1855 New York state census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, unpaginated,
dwell. 297, fam. 297, Hiram Fellows household; imaged at "Census records 1855 Onondaga, Otisco, Pompey,
Salina, Skaneateles, Spafford," FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSQQ-N9D9-B
: accessed 30 May 2022), Film # 007842323, image 262 of 807; citing NY 1-27, roll 91, Onondaga County Clerk's
Office, County Court House, Syracuse, New York.

48 Ibid., handwritten p. 226, Hiram Fellows household, image 4 of 7.

47 1820 U.S. census, Onondaga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Otisco, handwritten p. 227, John
Button household, image 5 of 7.

46 1850 U.S. census, Otisco, Onondaga, New York, handwritten p. 369, dwell. 212, fam. 224, John Button
household, image 27 of 43.
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and in 1849 his mother and brother Charles had moved to Sangerfield, Oneida, New York.54

Zebulon probably needed a place to stay and a job, and turning to family was a logical choice,
especially since Edy might have felt obligated to take him in just like her uncle, Zebulon’s father,
had taken her in about thirty-eight years earlier.

The closeness of Sarah Bentley and Edy Button’s ages, the fact Edy was born in Saratoga
County where Anna Bentley would have lived, and the fact the 1855 New York census stated
Edy lived in Otisco for 44 years while John Button and his wife Sally had only lived there for 38
years, suggest that Sally was not Edy’s mother. The fact that John Button lived next door to Edy
and her husband Hiram Fellows, that Edy had probably lived with John’s brother Zebulon before
her marriage, and that John Button had met and married Anna’s cousin Sally Bentley, seems to
support Lewis Bentley’s claim that Edy Button of Ostico was the daughter of John Button and a
previous wife, possibly Anna Bentley the daughter of George Bentley Sr.

54 Ibid., line 17, Zebulon Button. Also, Ancestry, Find A Grave, database with images
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/51596954/zebulon-button : accessed 27 May 2022), memorial 51596954,
Zebulon Button (1782–1836), Spafford Hollow Cemetery, Spafford, Onondaga, New York; gravestone photograph
by Harvey Bell. Charles Button and his mother, Olive, were recorded as having lived in Sangerfield for six years.
See "New York State Census, 1855," FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GB53-94F2 : accessed 27 May 2022), New York State Census,
1855 > Oneida > Sangerfield, E.D. 1 , image 29 of 50, 1855 New York census, Oneida Co., Town of Sangerfield,
handwritten p. 25, dwell. 184, fam. 222, Charles Button household; Utica Public Library, New York.
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Figure 2 The Neighbors of John Button and Sally (née Bentley) Button
in Otisco, Onondaga, New York
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The Tick Marks in the Census
Th� fathe� of Ge�. Bentle�, J�., wa� Ge�. Bentle�, S�. H� wa� �

Revolutionar� soldie�. Maide� nam� of wif� no� know�. Thei� childre� wer� Ge�., J�.,
Abraha�, Charle�, Isaa� an� Betse�, wh� �. M�. Frit�….

Ge�., S�. wa� brothe� of Joh� Bentle�, grandfathe� of Joh� Oti� Bentle�.”
Mrs. Henry Bentley to Julia Harrison Lobdell probably
around 1903.55

So far the information about the children of George Bentley Sr. came from his grandnephew
John Otis Bentley (grandson of John), from the wife of his grandson Henry Bentley
(daughter-in-law of George Jr.), and his grandson Lewis Bentley (son of Isaac). Piecing
together what each said, George Sr. had sons Abram/Abraham, Isaac, George Jr./Yerry, and
Charles. George Sr.’s daughters were Betsey/Elizabeth wife of John Fritts, Anna wife of John
Button and Esther wife of Jeremiah DuBois.

His brother Tabor’s will indicated George Bentley Sr. probably had six brothers—Tabor,
Tillinghast, Joseph, John, Samuel and Thomas.56 Most of them were born in Rhode Island
and came to Dutchess County, New York, when their father, Tillinghast Bentley, their
grandfather, William Bentley, and some of their aunts and uncles settled in the Beekman
Patent.57 As the family grew, some of the brothers left Beekman and settled near each other
in Greenfield and Milton, Saratoga County, New York.

In 1790 George Sr. was in Beekman, Dutchess County, New York, listed in the census next to
Tabor (an uncle), William Jr. (an uncle), William Sr. (his grandfather), and Tillinghast (his
father).58 His brother Joseph was listed on the preceding page.59 George Sr. was a head of
household and was age 16+, there were two boys under 16, and there were two females.60

Abraham was born about 1784 and Isaac was born about 1788 which would account for

60 Ibid., p. 56, entry 65, George Bently household, image 2 of 7.
59 Ibid., entry 34, Joseph Bentley household, image 1 of 7.

58 1790 U.S. census, Dutchess County, New York, Town of Beekman, p. 56, entries 61–65, Tabor Bently, William
Bently Junr., William Bently Senr., Tillinghast Bently, and George Bently households; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHKP-335 : accessed 30 March 2022), United States Census, 1790 > New
York > Dutchess > Beekman, image 2 of 7; citing NARA microfilm M637, roll 6.

57 Doherty, The Settlers of the Beekman Patent, Vol 2, images 752–759 of 3840, pp. 538–553.

56 "New York Probate Records, 1629-1971," Saratoga > Wills 1836-1840 vol 10-11 > images 158–159 of 487, Vol.
10, pp. 287–288.

55 Lobdell, Bentley Gleanings, images 63–64 of 128, pp. 62–63; location of original letter is unknown.
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the two tick marks for boys under 16.61 The records indicate Esther (who was twenty-three
when she died in 1823) and Elizabeth (whose grave marker listed her birth as 1800 and
who was listed as age fifty in the 1850 census) were born around 1800, making the two
females in the 1790 census most likely George Sr.’s wife and possibly his daughter Anna.62

In the 1800 census, Tabor, William, and Pardon were still in Beekman listed all in a row,
Tillinghast was in Milton which borders Greenfield, as were brothers John and Samuel, but
they were all on different pages.63 George Sr. was in Greenfield with three boys under age
10, Isaac would have been about twelve, but there was only one boy in the 10 to 16 group
which was most likely Abraham who would have been about sixteen.64 The under age 10
boys were probably Isaac, George Jr., who would have been about six, and Charles, who
would have been very close in age to George Jr.65 The remaining household members were

65 1850 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Providence, unpaginated but should
be stamped 395, dwell. 223, fam. 223, George Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WL9-63G : accessed 18 May 2022), United States Census,
1850 > New York > Saratoga > Providence, image 28 of 36, line 10, George Bentley; citing NARA microfilm
M432, roll 593. George was listed as age fifty-six. Also, 1850 U.S. census, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York,
handwritten p. 27, dwell. 222, fam. 222, Charles Bentley household, image 27 of 70. Charles was also listed as age
fifty-six.

64 1800 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, Town of Greenfield, unnumbered folio should be 54 back, George
Bently household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GR8D-ZFH
?wc=3V1X-NQ4&cc=1804228 : accessed 18 May 2022), United States Census, 1800 > New York > Saratoga >
Greenfield, image 1 of 15; citing NARA microfilm M32, roll 27.

63 1800 U.S. census, Dutchess County, New York, Town of Beekman, handwritten p. 12, entries 299–301, Taber
Bentley household, William Bentley household, and Pardon Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XH5T-7M7 : accessed 18 May 2022), United States Census, 1800 > New
York > Dutchess > Beekman, image 11 of 18; citing NARA microfilm M32, roll 21. Also, 1800 U.S. census,
Saratoga County, New York, Town of Milton, handwritten p. 18, Tellinghast Bentley household; imaged at
FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XH5B-6LB : accessed 18 May 2022), United States Census,
1800 > New York > Saratoga > Milton, image 5 of 11; citing NARA microfilm M32, roll 27. Also, ibid.,
handwritten p. 17 which appears between printed p. 18 and 19, John Bentley household, image 3 of 11. Also, ibid,
handwritten p. 19 which appears between printed p. 20 and p. 21, Saml. Bentley household, image 7 of 11.

62 "Died," Saratoga Sentinel (Saratoga, New York), Tuesday, 5 August 1823, p. 2, col. 3, Esther Dubois, wife of Mr.
Jeremiah Dubois; imaged at GenealogyBank (https://www.genealogybank.com : accessed 18 May 2022). Also,
Ancestry, Find A Grave, database with images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132619498/elizabeth-fritts :
accessed 29 January 2022), memorial 132619498, Elizabeth Fritts (1800–1867), Johnson Grove Cemetery,
Waterman, DeKalb County, Illinois; obelisk monument photograph by Kat. Also, 1850 U.S. census, Erie County,
New York, population schedule, Town of Collins, handwritten p. 628, dwell. 500, fam. 521, John Fritts household;
imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCYW-5DP : accessed 18 May 2022), United
States Census, 1850 > New York > Erie > Collins, image 64 of 96, line 32, Betsy Fritts; citing NARA microfilm
M432, roll 499.

61 1850 U.S. census, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, handwritten p. 30, dwell. 249, fam. 249, Abraham Bentley
household, image 30 of 70. Abraham was listed as age sixty-six. Also, 1850 U.S. census, Ontario County, New
York, population schedule, Town of Richmond, handwritten p. 161, dwell. 47, fam. 47, Isaac D. Bentley household;
imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MCBY-2XR : accessed 18 May 2022), United
States Census, 1850 > New York > Ontario > Richmond, image 7 of 45; citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 571.
Isaac was listed as age sixty-two.
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one male age 26 to 45 (probably George Sr.), one female under age 10 (the female in 1790
should have been over age ten, and if Lewis Bentley was correct that Anna married a John
Button and had a daughter named Edith born around 1800, then Anna most likely was
married before 1800 and was no longer in her father’s household), and one female age 26
to 45 (probably George Sr.’s wife). Unfortunately, Elisabeth and Esther both fit the under
age 10 range and one of them could be the female child listed, the other possibly being very
close in age but not born before the 1800 census was conducted. There were no John
Buttons listed as a head of household in Dutchess or Saratoga counties in 1790 or 1800.

George Sr. was not found as a head of household in the 1810 census, but George Bentley Jr.,
age 16 to 20, was listed in Greenfield as a head of household, living with a woman age 16 to
20 (probably his wife).66 Abraham does not show up as a head of household but he could
have been living with his father-in-law or living as a laborer in another household. Isaac
does not show up as a head of household but he could have been married and living with
his father-in-law or single and living as a laborer in another household. Charles was not
married and does not appear as a head of household; he was probably a laborer in another
household.

Was George Sr. staying with another family? If Elizabeth and Esther were born around
1800, they would have been about ten years old and likely living at home. There was a
William Bentley living with a woman in Beekman both age 45+ who could have been
George Sr.’s uncle (his grandfather William having died in 1800), who had a man and a
woman age 26 to 45 living with him (this would fit the ages of George Sr. and his wife) and
two girls age 10 to 16 (which could be Esther and Elizabeth).67

There were two other Bentley families in Greenfield in 1810—Tillinghast Bentley (George
Sr.’s brother) and Daniel Bentley (relationship unknown but the right age to be a brother or
first cousin).68

68 1810 U.S. census, Saratoga County, Town of Greenfield, handwritten p. 848, Tillinghast Bentley household,
image 7 of 11. Also, ibid., handwritten p. 850, Daniel Bentley household, image 8 of 11.

67 1810 U.S. census, Dutchess County, Town of Beekman, handwritten p. 282, William Bentley household; imaged
at FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYYR-7CW : accessed 18 May 2022), United
States Census, 1810 > New York > Dutchess > Beekman, image 12 of 25; citing NARA microfilm M252, roll 30.

66 1810 U.S. census, Saratoga County, Town of Greenfield, handwritten p. 837, George Bentley Junr. household;
imaged at FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YY1-YTY : accessed 18 May 2022),
United States Census, 1810 > New York > Saratoga > Greenfield, image 2 of 11; citing NARA microfilm M252, roll
35.
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In 1820 George Sr. and his wife were living in Greenfield, with Abraham Bentley, Charles
Bentley, and George Bentley Jr. living in the same town with their families.69 There were no
other Bentley families listed as living in the town at this time. According to Lewis Bentley,
his father Isaac had moved his family to Richmond, Ontario County, New York, in February
1816.70 There was a John Fritts listed right after Charles Bentley in Greenfield with a
woman age 16 to 26 (probably Elizabeth who would have been about twenty) and a young
boy, probably their son.71 There was a Jeremiah Dubois in Greenfield with a woman age 16
to 26 (probably Esther who would have been about twenty), a woman 45+ (possibly
Jeremiah’s mother), and another man age 16 to 26 (probably a brother or laborer).72 There
were no John Buttons listed as head of household near Saratoga County, New York, in 1810
and by 1820 John Button, the likely father of Edith Button, was living in Otisco, Onondaga,
New York.

In 1830 George Sr. was living with his wife in Providence, Saratoga, New York, and his son,
George Jr. was living in the same town.73 1830 was the last time George Sr. or his wife were
found in the census records.

Based on the names, ages, and proximity of the Bentleys living in Greenfield from 1790 to
1830, it appears that George Bentley Sr. was the father of Abraham Bentley, Charles Bentley,
and George Bentley Jr., and there was evidence that two of his daughters were also living in
Greenfield. But there were no vital records naming George Bentley Sr. as a parent, no
known church records with George Bentley Sr. together with any of his children, no known
tax records with George Bentley Sr. together with any of his sons, and no wills connecting
George Bentley Sr.’s children, there were only the previously cited recollections of George
Sr.’s family members that stated he was the father of Abraham, Anna, Esther, Isaac, George
Jr., Charles, and Elisabeth.74

74 “New York, U.S., Tax Assessment Rolls of Real and Personal Estates, 1799-1804,” database with images
Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6771/images/41761_328798-00630 : accessed 18 May
2022), New York, U.S., Tax Assessment Rolls of Real and Personal Estates, 1799-1804 > Saratoga > 1800 >

73 1830 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Providence, handwritten p. 249,
George Bently household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YY1-9STJ
: accessed 18 May 2022), United States Census, 1830 > New York > Saratoga > Providence, image 7 of 22; citing
NARA microfilm M19, roll 108. Also, ibid., handwritten p. 248, George Bentley Jun. household, image 5 of 22.

72 Ibid., handwritten p. 69, Jeremiah Dubois household, image 10 of 14.
71 1820 U.S. census, Saratoga County, Town of Greenfield, handwritten p. 67, John Fritts household, image 8 of 14.
70 Bentley, The History of the Bentleys, images 17–18 of 48, pp. 12–13.

69 1820 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Greenfield, handwritten p. 67,
Charles Bentley household, Abraham Bentley household, and George Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHG8-XVP : accessed 18 May 2022), United States Census, 1820 > New
York > Saratoga > Greenfield, image 8 of 14; citing NARA microfilm M33, roll 79. Also, ibid., unnumbered page,
should be 66, George Bentley Jnr. household, image 7 of 14.
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Triangulation with autosomal DNA testing
ThruLines® shows you how you may be related to your DNA matches.
ThruLines® are based on information from family trees; they don't change
the information in trees. If there's inaccurate information in your tree, you
may receive inaccurate ThruLines®.75 Ancestry Support

Looking at the available records established a good probability that George Bentley Sr. of
Greenfield was the father of Abraham, Anna, Esther, Isaac, George Jr., Charles, and Elisabeth.
DNA was used to confirm that supposition. In 2019 DNA Test Donor, a descendant of
Charles Bentley, submitted an Ancestry autosomal DNA test, and matches were found that
connected his DNA to the descendants of Charles, George Jr., and Elisabeth. (See Figure 3.)

If George Bentley Sr. was the father of Charles Bentley, he would be DNA Test Donor’s fifth
great-grandfather. The International Society of Genetic Genealogy warns that with
autosomal DNA, “genealogical relationships beyond the 5th cousin level of relationship are
more difficult to prove...as a general rule, these can only be approached using
triangulation.”76 This means “reviewing the pedigree charts of clusters of shared
matches/in common with matches in order to identify a common ancestor or ancestral
couple.”77

77 Ibid., last edited 22 May 2021, ISOGG Wiki > Portal Pages: Autosomal DNA > Triangulation.

76 “Autosomal DNA,” last edited 21 October 2020, International Society of Genetic Genealogy
(https://isogg.org/wiki/Autosomal_DNA#Accuracy_of_tests : accessed 31 January 2022) ISOGG Wiki > DNA
Tests: Autosomal DNA > Accuracy of Tests.

75 “AncestryDNA® ThruLines®,” Ancestry (https://support.ancestry.com/s/article/AncestryDNA-ThruLines :
accessed 31 January 2022), Help > Support Center > Ancestry DNA® > Your Results > AncestryDNA®
ThruLines®.

Greenfield, unpaginated, image 9 of 25, entry for George Bentley; citing microfilm series B0950, Roll 18, New York
State Archives, Albany, New York. Also, ibid., Saratoga > 1801 > Greenfield, unpaginated, image 9 of 19, entry for
George Bentley. Also, ibid., Saratoga > 1803 > Greenfield, unpaginated, image 4 of 22, entry for George Bentley;
citing microfilm series B0950, Roll 19, New York State Archives, Albany, New York. While George Bentley
appeared on the tax rolls in 1800, 1801, and 1803, none of his male children were adults and so were not listed. A
Freedom of Information Request was filed with the Town of Greenfield for access to the tax records for 1805–1815.
Louise Okoniewski, Greenfield Town Clerk, to Deborah Carl, email dated 9 July 2021, stated they did not have the
tax records and “the County has to keep all tax records and assessments as part of their permanent files;” in
possession of the author. Lynn Calvin with the Saratoga Town Historian’s office to Deborah Carl, phone call 18 May
2022, his office did not have the tax records and recommended checking with the State Archives. The New York
State Library/Archives/Museum Catalog does not have a listing which would include the Greenfield personal estate
taxes for 1805–1815, but does have the original town and city tax assessment rolls (excluding New York City)
prepared by the county treasurers and filed with the State Comptroller’s Office for 1799–1804 and digital images are
available for viewing at Ancestry as noted above.
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Just because there were no DNA matches to descendants of Abraham, Isaac, Esther, and
Anna that does not eliminate them as children of George Sr. Each child received half of their
DNA from their father and half from their mother. But the DNA contributed by the parent is
random and not guaranteed to be a perfect contribution of half of the parent’s maternal
genes and half of the parent’s paternal genes meaning the DNA may be too diluted to show
up as a match. A DNA match to DNA Test Donor is likely to be a fifth cousin or greater. A fifth
cousin using AncestryDNA has about a 32% chance of being a match, it drops significantly
to 11% for a sixth cousin, 3.2% for a seventh cousin, and .91% for an eighth cousin.78

But ThruLines® is based on the Ancestry family trees and each of the DNA lines needed to be
traced and documented to the common ancestor to determine the family tree’s accuracy.

78 Ibid., ISOGG Wiki > Portal Pages: Autosomal DNA > Cousin Statistics; last edited 21 May 2021.
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Figure 3 DNA Matches for DNA Test Donor, Descendant of Charles Bentley
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Generation One79

1. GEORGE1 BENTLEY was born between 1755 and 1760 based on his age on the 1800
and 1830 censuses.80 Lewis Bentley said George was seventeen years old when the
Revolutionary War began, which would put his birth around 1759.81 Most researchers put
George’s death at 17 May 1839 in Saratoga County, New York.82 No reliable source for the
death date was located, but as the 1830 census is the last census where George appeared,
and Lewis Bentley said George died in Providence, Saratoga, New York, in March 1839, the
17 May 1839 date may be accurate.83 George was married to BETSEY [ – ? – ].84

Known children of George1 Bentley and Betsey [ – ? – ] whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

2.     iv. CHARLES2 BENTLEY was born about 1794 probably in Greenfield, Saratoga,
New York, and died in 1878 probably in Fulton County, New York. He was
married to Betsey Bowen on 11 June 1812 in Greenfield, Saratoga, New York.

3.    vi. GEORGE BENTLEY was probably born between 1789 and 1793 in Greenfield,
Saratoga, New York, and died after 1875 probably in Providence, Saratoga,
New York. George married Polly Hewitt probably before 1811.

4.   vii. ELISABETH BENTLEY was born about 1800 probably in Greenfield, Saratoga,
New York, and died on 3 February 1867 probably in Waterman, DeKalb,
Illinois. She married John Fritts probably before 1820 in Greenfield, Saratoga,
New York.

84 “Revolutionary War Pension Application,” George Bentley, New York S. 45263, schedule of estate, image 425 of
743. The clerk reported, “...he [George Bentley] has no family residing with him but his wife named Betsey, aged
sixty years…”

83 Bentley, History of the Bentleys, images 15–16 of 48, pp. 9–10.

82 Doherty, Settlers of the Beekman Patent, image 754 of 3840, p. 542. Doherty wrote that George Bentley died on
17 May 1839, and he got his information from a query posted in the Boston Evening Transcript. See Boston Public
Library Staff Member, Research Services Department, to Deborah A. Carl, email dated 22 January 2022, sent a
digital image of Boston Evening Transcript (Boston, Massachusetts), Wednesday, 15 March 1933, p. 4,
“Genealogical,” query posted by 6145; in possession of the author. The death date is repeated on FamilySearch and
316 trees at Ancestry as of 10 March 2022, but no reliable source for the information was found.

81 Bentley, History of the Bentleys, image 15 of 48, p. 7.

80 1800 U.S. census, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, George Bently household, image 1 of 15. Also, 1830 U.S.
census, Providence, Saratoga, New York, p. 249, George Bentley household, image 7 of 22.

79 Due to space constraints, footnotes for the children will only be included where they are listed in their generation.
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Generation Two

2. CHARLES2 BENTLEY (George1) was born about 1794 probably in Greenfield,
Saratoga, New York, and died in 1878 probably in Fulton County, New York.85 He was
married to BETSEY BOWEN on 11 June 1812 in Greenfield, Saratoga, New York.86

Known children of Charles2 Bentley and Betsey Bowen whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

5.       i. JESSE3 BENTLEY was born on 21 April 1825 in Greenfield, Saratoga, New York,
and died on 20 February 1909 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York. He
married Eunice Marie Steadman probably before 1850 in Greenfield,
Saratoga, New York.

86 Joyce Woodard, Greenfield Deputy Town Historian, to Deborah A. Carl, letter dated 2 October 2019, included a
copy of "A Record of Marriages From the Docket of Chas. Deake, Justice of Peace Copied by B. Dake 1943,"
typewritten transcription, entry for Charles Bentley and Betsey Bowen; in possession of the author. Ron Feulner,
Greenfield town historian, to Deborah A. Carl, phone call 20 April 2022, explained the Deake family was prominent
in Greenfield history and Charles Deake had been the Justice of the Peace from 1811 to 1817, the family changed
the name to Dake, Feulner was not sure which Dake had created the transcript but there was a note on the records
that Jayne Lynch (town historian 1984–1989) had added it to the collection, Feulner said the original had probably
been in possession of the family and its whereabouts is unknown.

85 1850 U.S. census, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, handwritten p. 27, dwell. 222, fam. 222, Charles Bentley
household, image 27 of 70. Charles was fifty-six, born in New York. Also, “New York State Census, 1855,”
Saratoga > Greenfield, E.D. 2, image 10 of 23, unpaginated, dwell. 163, fam. 190, Charles Bentley household.
Charles was sixty-two, born in Saratoga, New York. For death information see Find A Grave, memorial 37597526,
Charles Bentley (1794–1878), Section C - Row 10, Browns Cemetery, Oppenheim, Fulton, New York; photo taken
by Pamela R. Lamphere and posted by Deborah A. Carl.
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3. GEORGE2 BENTLEY (George1) was probably born between 1789 and 1793 in
Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, and died after 1875 probably in Providence, Saratoga, New
York.87 George married POLLY HEWITT probably before 1811.88

Known children of George2 Bentley and Polly Hewitt whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

6.      ii. ABRAM3 BENTLEY was born about 1813 in Saratoga County, New York, and
died after 1892 probably in Mohawk, Montgomery, New York. He married
Achsah Chase probably before 1837.

7.    iii. HECTOR BENTLEY was born about 30 January 1814 probably in Greenfield,
Saratoga, New York, and died on 6 June 1896 in Bennington, Shiawassee,
Michigan. He married Harriet Horton on 5 January 1850 in Shiawassee
County, Michigan.

88 Polly Hewitt probably married George Bentley before the birth of her first child, Asa, putting the marriage date
most likely before 1811. See Bentley, History of the Bentleys, image 16 of 48, pp. 10–11. Lewis said Asa Bentley
was the oldest child of Yerry (George Bentley Jr.). In the 1855 New York State census, Asa Bentley was forty-four,
born in Saratoga County, New York. See “New York State Census, 1855,” Saratoga > Providence, image 7 of 26,
unpaginated, dwell. 106, fam. 114, Asa C. Bently household. George Jr. appeared in the 1810 census living with a
woman the right age to be his wife and no children. See 1810 U.S. census, Saratoga County, Town of Greenfield,
handwritten p. 837, George Bentley Junr. household, image 2 of 11.

87 “New York State Census, 1855,” Saratoga > Providence, image 7 of 26, unpaginated, dwell. 104, fam. 112,
George Bently household.  George Bently was sixty-two, born in Saratoga, New York. Also, 1870 U.S. census,
Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Providence, p. 14, dwell. 112, fam. 123, George Bentley
household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M8KH-XK4 : accessed 18 May 2022),
United States Census, 1870 > New York > Saratoga > Providence, image 14 of 30, line 3, entry for George Bentley;
citing NARA microfilm M593, roll 1088. George Bentley was seventy-nine, born in New York. Also,  “New York
Census, 1875,” imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VNVX-S36 : accessed 7 July
2022), Saratoga > Providence > image of 3 of 27, 1875 New York census, Saratoga County, Town of Providence, p.
5, dwell. 200, fam. 43, Henry Bently household. George Bently, father of Henry Bently, age eighty-six, was born in
Saratoga, New York. George Bentley was not found in any censuses after 1875, leading to the conclusion that he
probably died after 1875 and before 1880 at his last known residence.
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4. ELISABETH2 BENTLEY (George1) was born about 1800 probably in Greenfield,
Saratoga, New York, and died on 3 February 1867 probably in Waterman, DeKalb, Illinois.89

She married JOHN FRITTS probably before 1820 in Greenfield, Saratoga, New York.90

Known children of Elisabeth2 Bentley and John Fritts whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

8.       i. LOVINA3 FRITTS was born on 12 November 1827 probably in Providence,
Saratoga, New York, and died on 9 May 1914 in Aurora, Kane, Illinois. She
married Joseph Smith on 31 December 1846 in Erie County, New York.

9.     iv. FRANCES ELLEN3 FRITTS was born on 16 November 1837 in New York, and died
on 25 January 1916 in Strawberry Point, Clayton, Iowa. She married Ashley
W. Gleason on 22 March 1858 in Dekalb County, Illinois.

Generation Three

5. JESSE3 BENTLEY (Charles2, George1) was born on 21 April 1825 in Greenfield,
Saratoga, New York, and died on 20 February 1909 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New
York.91 He married EUNICE MARIA STEADMAN probably before 1850 in Greenfield, Saratoga,
New York.92

92 Eunice Marie Steadman most likely married Jesse Bentley before she lived with him in 1850 and before her son
Isaac was born around 1851. See 1850 U.S. census, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, handwritten p. 27, dwell. 222,
fam. 222, Charles Bentley household, image 27 of 70. Eunice was listed with the Bentley surname. Also, Saratoga
County, New York, Deed Book 104, pp. 425–426. The document was executed by “Jesse Bently & Eunice M Bently
his wife…” Also, “New York State Census, 1855,” Greenfield, Saratoga, unpaginated, dwell. 162, fam. 189, Jesse
Bentley household, image 10 of 23. Jesse Bentley, age twenty-nine, was listed with Mariah Bentley, age

91 For Jesse’s birth date see Find A Grave, memorial 100341760, Jesse Bentley (1825–1909), gravestone photograph
by Julie Johnson Dowd posted by Deborah Carl. For Jesse’s death date see Saratoga Springs, New York, Register of
Deaths, 1909, Jesse Bentley.

90 1820 U.S. census, Saratoga County, Town of Greenfield, handwritten p. 67, John Fritts household, image 8 of 14.
There is a boy under age ten, probably an infant son, and Elisabeth Bentley, who probably married John Fritts before
living with him and before the birth of her first child, putting the marriage date before 1820. Also, Find A Grave,
memorial 132619498, Elizabeth Fritts (1800-1867), obelisk monument photograph by Kat. The obelisk was
inscribed “wife of J Fritts” and J Fritts was on the other side of the same obelisk. See Ancestry, Find A Grave,
database with images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/132619659/j-fritts : accessed 11 March 2022),
memorial 132619659, J Fritts (1802–1879), Johnson Grove Cemetery, Waterman, DeKalb County, Illinois; obelisk
monument photograph by Kat.

89 1850 U.S. census, Collins, Erie, New York, handwritten p. 628, dwell. 500, fam. 521, John Fritts household, image
64 of 96. Elizabeth was listed as age fifty and born in New York. Also, 1860 U.S. census, Dekalb County, Illinois,
population schedule, Town of Shabbona, p. 355, dwell. 2702, fam. 8, John Fritts household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MX4B-NRY : accessed 20 May 2022), United States Census, 1860 >
Illinois > DeKalb > Shabbona Township, image 2 of 25, line 3, entry for Elizabeth Fritts; citing NARA microfilm
M653, roll 173. Elizabeth Fritts was sixty and born in New York. For death information see Find A Grave, memorial
132619498, Elizabeth Fritts (1800–1867), obelisk monument photograph by Kat.
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Known children of Jesse3 Bentley and Eunice Maria Steadman whose descendants
have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

10.      i. ISAAC4 BENTLEY was born on 1 August 1854 in Saratoga County, New York, and
died on 30 June 1915 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York. He married
Louella Corp on 30 August 1891 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York.

6. ABRAM3 BENTLEY (George2, George1) was born about 1813 in Saratoga County,
New York, and died after 1892 probably in Mohawk, Montgomery, New York.93 He married
ACHSAH CHASE probably before 1837.94

There were no records that stated Abram was the son of George Jr., but the indirect
evidence was similar to that which connected George Sr. to his children. First, Mrs. Henry
Bentley, Abram’s sister-in-law, wrote, “The parents of Henry Bentley were Geo. Bentley, Jr.,
born in the town of Greenfield, N.Y., and Polly Hewitt, also born in Greenfield. Their children
were Asa, Abraham, Hector, Henry—all born in Greenfield and all have passed to ‘the other
side.’”95 Lewis Bentley wrote, “Asa the oldest….living on a part of his father’s old farm.
Abram married and lives in Providence….Henry, the youngest, married Lizzie Shaw (the
above named Mrs. Henry Bentley), and lives on the old homestead….Hector, the second

95 Lobdell, Bentley Gleanings, image 64 of 128, p. 63.

94 Achsah probably married Abram Bentley before she lived with him in 1840 and before her first child, Eunice, was
born in 1837. See, 1840 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, Town of Providence, handwritten p. 187, Abram
C. Bently household [Ancestry transcript said Bursley, FamilySearch transcript said Bently; given the proximity to
other family members, and looking at the image, the correct name is very likely Abram C Bently]; imaged at
FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9YBS-SC29 : accessed 20 May 2022), United
States Census, 1840 > New York > Saratoga > Providence, image 13 of 41; citing NARA microfilm M704, Roll
336. The household had one male age 20 thru 29 (probably Abram Bentley), two females under age 5 (probably
Eunice who would have been about three and Lydia who would have been about one), and one female age 20 thru 29
(probably Abram’s wife Achsah). Also, 1850 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town
of Greenfield, handwritten p. 39, dwell. 325, fam. 325, Abram Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MC1J-NDN : accessed 19 May 2022), United States Census, 1850 > New
York > Saratoga > Greenfield, image 39 of 70; citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 593. Abram was living with (his
wife) Axes, (daughter) Eunie age thirteen, and (daughter) Lydia age eleven.

93 “New York State Census, 1855,” Saratoga > Providence, image 14 of 26, unpaginated, dwell. 246, fam. 357,
Abram Bently household. Abram was forty-four, born in Saratoga County, New York. Also,“New York State
Census, 1892,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903
/3:1:S3HY-X379-ZX6 : accessed 16 March 2022), New York State Census, 1892 > Montgomery > Mohawk, E.D.
03, image 4 of 8, p. 7, col. 1, Abram C. Bently household; Montgomery County Clerk’s office, Fonda, New York.
Abram was listed first, followed by his son Hector, daughter-in-law Mary, and grandson Norman. This was the last
census Abram appeared in.

twenty-eight, and Isaac Bentley, age four. Also, New York death certificate no. 37874 (1915), Isaac Bentley. Isaac’s
parents were listed as Jesse Bentley and Myra Steadman.
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son, lives in the town of Bennington, Shiawassee, Co., Mich….and married a Miss Horton of
that town…96

Second, in the 1850 census the brothers were all living in the Saratoga, New York,
area. Abram was in Greenfield.97 Asa and Henry were living next to each other in
Providence.98 Hector was also in Providence living with his parents but was listed in the
1850 census as a female named “Hester,” along with his wife Harriet, age seventeen, and
what appear to be children from a previous marriage—George, age twelve, Stephen, age
ten, and Hector, age eight.99 Hector had married Harriet Horton on 5 January 1850 in Perry,
Shiawassee, Michigan, and the 1860 census listed him in Bennington, Shiawassee County,
Michigan with Harriet, age twenty-five, George, age twenty-one, Stephen, age twenty,
Hector, age seventeen, plus more children.100

Based on the information provided by Mrs. Henry Bentley who knew Abram and his
parents, the information provided by Lewis Bentley who had visited George Jr. and his
family in 1838, and the proximity of the family members in the 1850 census, it was
probable that Abram Bentley was the son of George Bently Jr., and that conclusion was
supported by the fact that his descendants, DNA Match G and DNA Match H are DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor.101

Known children of Abram3 Bentley and Achsah Chase whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

101 “AncestryDNA [DNA Test Donor]'s DNA Matches,” AncestryDNA (https:/www.ancestry.com/dna : accessed 7
February 2022), test for user (DNA Match G), predicted 5th–8th cousin, (actually 5th cousin 1x removed), sharing
16 cM, across 1 segment with DNA Test Donor. Also, ibid., test for user (DNA Match H), predicted 5th–8th cousin,
(actually 6th cousin), sharing 14 cM, across 1 segment with DNA Test Donor.

100 Shiawassee County, Michigan, record of marriage, no. 18500273 (1850), Hector E Bentley and Harriet Horton;
certified abstract supplied by Caroline D. Wilson, Clerk of the County of Shiawasse and of the Circuit Court,
Corunna, Michigan, 25 March 2022, in possession of the author.  See Document 3. Also, 1860 U.S. census,
Shiawassee County, Michigan, population schedule, Town of Bennington, p. 166, dwell. 1362, fam. 1232, Hector
Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MWDY-LTM : accessed 19
May 2022), United States Census, 1860 > Michigan > Shiawassee > Township of Bennington, image 11 of 23; citing
NARA microfilm M653, roll 560.

99 Ibid., stamped folio 394 back, dwell. 223, fam. 223 and continued into dwell. 224, fam. 224, George Bently
household, image 28 of 36.

98 1850 U.S. census, Saratoga County, New York, population schedule, Town of Providence, stamped folio 394 front,
dwell. 221, fam. 221, Asa C. Bently household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903
/1:1:MC1J-ZFL : accessed 20 May 2022), United States Census, 1850 > New York > Saratoga > Providence, image
27 of 36; citing NARA microfilm M432, roll 593. Also, ibid., stamped folio 394 front and continued onto the back
side, dwell. 222, fam. 222, Henry Bently household, images 27–28 of 36.

97 1850 U.S. census, Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, handwritten p. 39, dwell. 325, fam. 325, Abram Bentley
household, image 39 of 70.

96 Bentley, History of the Bentleys, image 16 of 48, p. 10.

Deborah A. Carl
Case Study

Page 27 of 75

http://www.ancestry.com/dna
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MWDY-LTM
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MC1J-ZFL
https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MC1J-ZFL


11.    ix. ABIGALE4 BENTLEY was born on 4 March 1860 in Providence, Saratoga, New
York, and died on 1 January 1925 in Broadalbin, Fulton, New York. She
married Richard Coloney about 1877 probably in Fulton County, New York.

7. HECTOR3 BENTLEY (George2, George1) was born about 30 January 1814 probably in
Greenfield, Saratoga, New York, and died on 6 June 1896 in Bennington, Shiawassee,
Michigan.102 He married HARRIET HORTON on 5 January 1850 in Shiawassee County,
Michigan.103

Known children of Hector3 Bentley and Harriet Horton whose descendants have
DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

12.    iv. ERASTUS4 BENTLEY was born on 13 December 1863 in Bennington,
Shiawassee, Michigan, and died on 6 January 1929 in Perry, Shiawassee,
Michigan. He married Ida Wilmouth Griffith on 23 December 1884 in
Sacramento, Sacramento, California.

8. LOVINA 3 FRITTS (Elisabeth2 Bentley, George1) was born on 12 November 1827
probably in Providence, Saratoga, New York, and died on 9 May 1914 in Aurora, Kane,
Illinois.104 She married JOSEPH SMITH on 31 December 1846 in Erie County, New York.105

105 Portrait and Biographical Album of DeKalb County, Illinois, p. 460, image 460 of 901.  The entry for Joseph
Smith included the date and place of his marriage to “Miss Lovina Fritts, daughter of John and Betsey (Bentley)
Fritts.” Also, 1900 U.S. census, DeKalb County, Illinois, population schedule, Shabbona Township, Village of
Shabbona, ED 15, sheet 1-A, dwell. 12, fam. 12, line 23, Joseph Smith household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6Q3D-G4 : accessed 20 May 2022), United States Census,

104 Portrait and Biographical Album of DeKalb County, Illinois: Containing Full-Page Portraits and Biographical
Sketches of Prominent and Representative Citizens of the County : Together with Portraits and Biographies of All
the Governors of Illinois, and of the Presidents of the United States : Also Containing a History of the County, From
Its Earliest Settlement to the Present Time, (Chicago: Chapman Brothers, 1885), p. 460; imaged at OpenLibrary
(https://openlibrary.org/books/OL7244378M/Portrait_and_biographical_album_of_DeKalb_County_Illinois :
accessed 7 June 2022), image 460 of 901. The entry for Joseph Smith stated Lovina Fritts’ birthdate and place. Also,
“Illinois Deaths and Burials, 1749–1999,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:
/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9VK-99M1-P : accessed 3 February 2022), Digital Folder Number 007614607, image 1532 of
4083, Registered No. 27481, Certificate and Record of Death 27387 for Lovina Smith; Government Center, Geneva,
Illinois. Her date and place of birth were listed on the death certificate.

103 Shiawassee County, Michigan, record of marriage, no. 18500273 (1850), Hector E Bentley and Harriet Horton.

102 “Michigan Deaths, 1867-1897,” database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:N3KG-SLQ : accessed 3 February 2022), Digital Folder Number
004208790, death register, images 1468–1469 of 1520, folio 162 left and right, record number 5407 (1896), Hector
E. Bently; Department of Vital Records, Lansing, Michigan. The death record stated his age at time of death in
years, months and days allowing the birth date to be calculated. He was probably born in Greenfield, Saratoga, New
York, as that was where his parents and siblings were born.
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Known children of Lovina3 Fritts and Joseph Smith whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

13.   iii. MARY J.4 SMITH was born on 27 July 1863 in DeKalb County, Illinois, and
probably died on 14 September 1905 in Shabbona, DeKalb, Illinois. She
married Delos Dennis Clapsaddle on 19 December 1883 in Shabbona, DeKalb,
Illinois.

9. FRANCES ELLEN3 FRITTS (Elisabeth2 Bentley, George1) was born on 16 November
1837 in New York, and died on 25 January 1916 in Strawberry Point, Clayton, Iowa.106 She
married ASHLEY W. GLEASON on 22 March 1858 in Dekalb County, Illinois.107

Known children of Frances3 Ellen Fritts and Ashley W. Gleason whose descendants
have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

14.     ii. HATTIE MAE4 GLEASON was born on 30 June 1862 in Strawberry Point,
Clayton, Iowa, and probably died on 10 October 1898 in Strawberry Point,
Clayton, Iowa. She married George Franklin Bacon on 13 September 1883 in
Delaware County, Iowa.

Generation Four

10. ISAAC4 BENTLEY (Jesse3, Charles2, George1) was born on 1 August 1854 in Saratoga
County, New York, and died on 30 June 1915 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York.108 He
married LOUELLA CORP on 30 August 1891 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York.109

109 City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, "Register of Marriages in the Town and Village of Saratoga
Springs, Saratoga County, State of New York," 1891 section, no volume listed, no. 14, marriage of Isaac Bentley and

108 Ancestry, Find A Grave, memorial 100342104, Isaac Bentley (1854–1915), gravestone photograph by Julie
Johnson Dowd posted by Deborah Carl.  The stone listed his birth date. Also, New York death certificate no. 37874
(1915), Isaac Bentley.  The death certificate listed his birthplace.

107 DeKalb County, Illinois, Marriage Licenses and Returns, Gleason-Fritts, 1858; photocopied certificate supplied
by County Clerk of DeKalb, Sycamore, Illinois, 28 February 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 4.

106 1850 U.S. census, Collins, Erie, New York, handwritten p. 628, dwell. 500, fam. 521, John Fritts household,
image 64 of 96, line 36, entry for Fanny Fritts, age thirteen, and born in New York. Also, “Iowa, Death Records,
1904-1951,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903
/3:1:3Q9M-CS6Q-39J4-M : accessed 3 February 2022), film 102842716, image 2754 of 3949, 22-01182 Certificate
of Death for Francis Ellen Gleason; State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines. The death record listed her birth
date and her place of birth.

1900 > Illinois > DeKalb > ED 15 SabbonaTownship [sic] Lee & Sabbona villages, image 1 of 32; citing NARA
microfilm T623, roll 286. Joseph and Lovina Smith had been married for fifty-three years.
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Known children of Isaac4 Bentley and Louella Corp whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

15.    ii. GEORGE JESSE5 BENTLEY was born on 27 August 1893 in Saratoga Springs,
Saratoga, New York, and died on 22 November 1964 in Springfield, Hampden,
Massachusetts. He married Satie Melvina Bellamy on 30 May 1914 in
Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York.

11. ABIGALE4 BENTLEY (Abram3, George2, George1) was born on 4 March 1860, in
Providence, Saratoga, New York, and died on 1 January 1925 in Broadalbin, Fulton, New
York.110 She married RICHARD COLONEY about 1877 probably in Fulton County, New York.111

Known children of Abigale4 Bentley and Richard Coloney whose descendants have
DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

16.    iv. MARCUS5 COLONEY was probably born on 24 December 1896 in Montgomery
County, New York, and died on 20 July 1959 in Amsterdam, Montgomery, New
York. He married Anna Bertha Hults on 31 March 1920 in Broadalbin, Fulton,
New York.

111 Ibid. The death record stated Abigail B. Coloney was married to Richard Coloney. Also, 1900 U.S. census, Fulton
County, New York, population schedule, Town of Broadalbin, Enumeration District 2, Sheet 8B, dwell. 198, fam.
200, Richard Coloney household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MSXR-2W2 :
accessed 20 May 2022), United States Census, 1900 > Fulton > ED 2 Broadalbin Township, image 16 of 39; citing
NARA microfilm T623, roll 1036. Abigail and Richard Coloney were probably married around 1877 because the
1900 census said they had been married twenty-three years, and their first son, Charles, was born about 1879.
Abigail had been living in Fulton County, New York, so it is likely she and her husband met and married there. See
1870 U.S. census, Fulton County, New York, population schedule, Town of Perth, p. 19, dwell. 165, fam. 170,
William O’Brien household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M8XF-9D5 :
accessed 20 May 2022), United States Census, 1870 > New York > Fulton > Perth, image 19 of 26; citing NARA
microfilm M593, Roll 938. Abigail and her parents were living with William O’Brien.

110 “New York Census, 1865,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903
/1:1:QVNN-7SD6 : accessed 15 March 2022), New York Census, 1865 > Saratoga > Providence > image 4 of 36,
1865 New York census, Saratoga County, Town of Providence, p. 7, dwell. 53, fam. 58, Aesus Bently household;
Saratoga County Clerk’s Office, Ballston Spa, New York. Abigale Bentley, age five, was born in Saratoga, New
York. Also, Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, “Register of Deaths in the Village of Broadalbin, County of
Fulton, State of New York,” 1925 section, no volume listed, p. 18, Registered No. 1, Abigail B. Coloney;
photocopied page supplied by Town Clerk, Broadalbin, New York, 24 February 2022, in possession of the author.
See Document 6. The death record stated her date and place of birth.

Ella Corp; photocopied pages supplied by City Clerk’s Office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 22 March 2022, in
possession of the author. See Document 5.
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12. ERASTUS4 BENTLEY (Hector3, George2, George1) was born on 13 December 1863 in
Bennington, Shiawassee, Michigan, and died on 6 January 1929 in Perry, Shiawassee,
Michigan.112 He married IDA WILMOUTH GRIFFITH on 23 December 1884 in Sacramento,
Sacramento, California.113

Known children of Erastus4 Bentley and Ida Wilmeth Griffith whose descendants
have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

17.      i. ELTON WESTLEY5 BENTLEY was probably born on 9 June 1887 possibly in
California, and died on 8 April 1939 in Emmett, Gem, Idaho. He married Mary
Endres on 11 June 1924 in Buffalo, Johnson, Wyoming.

13. MARY J.4 SMITH (Lovina3 Fritts, Elisabeth2 Bentley, George1) was born on 27 July
1863 in DeKalb County, Illinois, and probably died on 14 September 1905 in Shabbona,
DeKalb, Illinois.114 She married DELOS DENNIS CLAPSADDLE on 19 December 1883 in
Shabbona, DeKalb, Illinois.115

115 Illinois State Board of Health, marriage license, no. 544, (1883), Delos D. Clapsaddle and Mary Smith; electronic
copy supplied by The Offices of the Clerk & Recorder, DeKalb County, Sycamore, Illinois, 25 April 2022, in
possession of the author. See Document 7.

114 Portrait and Biographical Album of DeKalb County, Illinois, p. 460, image 460 of 901. The entry for Joseph
Smith included his daughter Mary’s birthdate and the fact that she was “the wife of Delos D. Clapsaddle, of
Shabbona Township…” Also, “Shabbona,” Daily Register-Gazette (Rockford, Illinois), Monday, 18 September
1905, p. 4, col. 6; imaged at GenealogyBank (https://www.genealogybank.com : accessed 20 May 2022) entry about
the death of Mrs. Delos Clapsaddle who died at the home of her mother, Mrs. Lavina Smith. While the newspaper
article stated Mary J. (née Smith) Clapsaddle died in Shabbona, DeKalb, Illinois a search of The Offices of the Clerk
& Recorder, DeKalb County, Illinois, “Search DeKalb County Genealogy Records,” database,
(https://www.dekalbgenealogy.com/Search.aspx : accessed 25 April 2022), did not turn up a death record for Mary
Clapsaddle when a search was conducted for Clapsaddle and soundex c412.

113 “California, County Marriages, 1850–1952,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:
/61903/1:1:XLDS-L54 : accessed 4 February 2022) Digital Folder No. 004640206, image 25 of 715, p. 246,
marriage of Erastus Bentley and Ida Wilmouth Griffiths; Sacramento County Hall of Records, Sacramento,
California.

112 1880 U.S. census, Shiawassee County, Michigan, population schedule, Bennington Township, Enumeration
District 347, p. 8, dwell. 89, fam. 90, H E Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MW3F-SZC : accessed 20 May 2022), United States Census, 1880 >
Michigan > Shiawassee > Bennington > ED 347, image 8 of 30; citing NARA microfilm T9, roll 606. Erastus, age
sixteen, was born in Michigan. Also, “Michigan, U.S., Death Records, 1867–1952,” database with images, Ancestry
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355001-02101 : accessed 4 February
2022), Michigan, U.S., Death Records, 1867–1952 > Certificates, 1921–1945 > 446: Shiawassee, 1921–1934, image
2098 of 3254, Certificate of Death, Register No. 76 2096, Erastus Bentley; Michigan Department of Community
Health, Division for Vital Records and Health Statistics, Lansing, Michigan. The death record included his birthdate
and place.
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Known children of Mary J.4 Smith and Delos Dennis Clapsaddle whose descendants
have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

18.      i. HORACE DUANE5 CLAPSADDLE was born on 23 March 1900 in Clear Lake, Cerro
Gordo, Iowa, and died on 17 February 1974 probably in Kossuth County,
Iowa. He married Linda Bertha Pritchard on 16 June 1930 in Beltrami County,
Minnesota.

14. HATTIE MAE4 GLEASON (Frances3 Fritts, Elisabeth2 Bentley, George1) was born on 30
June 1862 in Strawberry Point, Clayton, Iowa, and died on 19 October 1898 in Strawberry
Point, Clayton County, Iowa.116 She married GEORGE FRANKLIN BACON on 13 September 1883
in Delaware County, Iowa.117

Known children of Hattie4 Mae Gleason and George Franklin Bacon whose
descendants have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

19.    iv. RUTH RHEA5 BACON was born on 22 March 1896 in Strawberry Point, Clayton,

117 “Iowa, County Marriages, 1838–1934,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:
/61903/3:1:S3HT-64GQ-KMQ : accessed 4 February 2022), film 004311187, Delaware County, Iowa Marriage
Register Book 1, image 121 of 514, back of folio 38 front of folio 39, unnumbered entry 8, marriage of Geo.
Franklin Bacon and Hattie May Gleason; Delaware County, Iowa Recorder’s Office, Manchester, Iowa.

116 Birth records in Iowa were not kept before 1880. John Barber White, Genealogy of the Descendants of Thomas
Gleason of Watertown, Mass. 1607-1909, (Haverhill, Massachusetts: Press of the The Nichols Print, 1909), p.329,
individual 3489 Hattie M. Gleason; digital images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/library/books
/viewer/241108/?offset=0#page=337 : accessed 1 April 2022), image 337 of 685. The author wrote of Hattie’s
parents in the present tense, indicating he knew they were alive, “He [Ashley White Gleason] is a farmer, and, with
his brother, owns 300 acres of valuable land….Mr Gleason and his wife celebrated the 50th anniversary of their
wedding, Mch. 22, 1908.” Of Ashley’s five children, the author only knew Hattie Gleason’s birth date and place, and
he did not know of Hattie’s marriage or death. Also, Terri E. Gould, Clerk of Cass Township Trustees, to Deborah
A. Carl, email dated 21 February 2022, stated Jessi in City Hall had forwarded the request for a death record for
Hattie Mae (née Gleason) Bacon to her and no record was found; in possession of the author. According to the 1900
U.S. census, her widowed husband was living in Strawberry Point. See Ancestry, Find A Grave, database with
images (https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/151217643/hattie-may-bacon : accessed 25 August 2022), memorial
151217643, Hattie May Gleason Bacon (1869–1898), Strawberry Point Cemetery, Strawberry Point, Clayton, Iowa;
gravestone photograph by J Kevin Kitzman. Also, 1900 U.S. census, Clayton County, Iowa, population schedule,
Cass Township, Town of Strawberry Point, enumeration district 45, sheet 12-B, dwell. 244, fam. 251, George F.
Bacon household; imaged at FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M9KQ-VCF : accessed 2 April
2022), United States Census, 1900 > Iowa > Clayton > ED 45 Cass Township Strawberry Point town > image 24 of
37; citing NARA microfilm T623, roll 425. No death record was found for Hattie Mae (née Gleason) Bacon in
Clayton County, Iowa, nor in the index for Iowa. See Clayton County, Iowa, Record of deaths, v. A, 1897–1913,
database with images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/541211 : accessed 1 April 2022),
film 1255482; Clayton County Courthouse, Elkader, Iowa. Also, “Iowa, U.S., Death Records, 1880–1904,
1921–1952,” database with images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61442/ : accessed 5
April 2022), search for Hattie Gleason, Hattie Bacon, Bacon death 1895 +/- 5, Hattie B* death 1895 +/- 5, and
Hattie death 1895 +/-5.
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Iowa, and died on 19 August 1956 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
She married Edwin Gee on 10 April 1917 in Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada.

Generation Five

15. GEORGE JESSE5 BENTLEY (Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2, George1) was born on 27 August
1893 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, and died on 22 November 1964 in
Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts.118 He married SATIE MELVINA BELLAMY on 30 May
1914 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York.119

Known children of George Jesse5 Bentley and Satie Melvina Bellamy whose
descendants have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

20.      i. GEORGE RICHARD6 BENTLEY was born on 1 August 1915 in Saratoga Springs,
Saratoga, New York, and died on 16 February 1996 in East Hartford, Hartford,
Connecticut. He married Ethel Minnie Ramsey on 27 November 1936 in
Nassau, Rensselaer, New York.

21.    ii. WESLEY EDWARD BENTLEY was born on 1 July 1917 in Stillwater, Saratoga,
New York, and died on 26 January 1987 in Bethany, Oklahoma, Oklahoma. He
married Grace Cross Fillmore on 29 May 1937 in Springfield, Hampden,
Massachusetts.

22.   iii. CHARLES HENRY BENTLEY was born on 13 July 1919 in Saratoga Springs,
Saratoga, New York, and died on 30 May 1985 in Three Rivers, Hampden,
Massachusetts. He married Jean Rokosz on 6 October 1940 in Springfield,
Hampden, Massachusetts.

23.    iv. MARIE LUELLA BENTLEY was born on 16 January 1921 in Saratoga Springs,

119 “New York, County Marriages, 1847–1848; 1908–1936,” database with images, FamilySearch
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9Q97-YS8Z-63Y : accessed 5 February 2022), New York, County
Marriages, 1847–1848; 1908–1936 > Saratoga > Marriage records, 1912-1914, no 1864-1995, 2597-2647, image
771 of 782, No. 514, marriage of George Jesse Bentley and Satie M. Bellamy; Saratoga County Courthouse,
Ballston Spa, New York.

118 New York State Department of Health, certificate of birth registration, no. 561 (1893), George Jesse Bentley;
Bureau of Vital Statistics, Albany, New York, photocopy from the files of George Richard Bentley Jr. in possession
of the author. See Document 8. Also, Commonwealth of Massachusetts, standard certificate of death, unnumbered
(1964), George Jesse Bentley, son of Isaac Bentley and Luella Carp; Clerk’s Office, Springfield, Massachusetts,
photocopy from the files of George Richard Bentley Jr. in possession of the author. See Document 9.
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Saratoga, New York, and died on 8 May 2007 in St. Petersburg, Pinellas,
Florida. She married Douglas E. Ellsworth on 18 October 1941 in Springfield,
Hampden, Massachusetts.

24.     v. WILLIAM BENTLEY was born on 31 August 1924 in Springfield, Hampden,
Massachusetts, and died on 6 December 1945 in Wakayama, Wakayama,
Honshu, Japan. He married Mabel Duhon on 2 November 1944 in Lake
Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.

16. MARCUS5 COLONEY (Abigale4 Bentley, Abram3, George2, George1) was probably born
on 24 December 1896 in Montgomery County, New York, and died on 20 July 1959 in
Amsterdam, Montgomery, New York.120 He married ANNA BERTHA HULTS on 31 March 1920
in Broadalbin, Fulton, New York.121

Known children of Marcus5 Coloney and Anna Bertha Hults whose descendants have
DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

25.    ii. WILLIAM GORDON6 COLONEY was born on 1 May 1923 in Broadalbin, Fulton,
New York, and died on 28 July 2008 in Xenia, Greene, Ohio. He married Carol
Margaret Heath on 9 June 1944 in Broadalbin, Fulton, New York.

121 Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, marriage register, 1920 section, no volume listed, No. 160, Marcus
Coloney and Anna Bertha Hults; photocopy of section of the page supplied by Town Clerk’s Office, Broadalbin,
New York, 24 February 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 11.

120 “United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917–1918,” database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KXTR-9ZN : accessed 12 March 2022), United States World War I Draft
Registration Cards, 1917–1918 > New York > Fulton County no 2; A–R, image 804 of 3525, alphabetical order,
Serial No. 124, Registration No. 23, Marcus Coloney; citing NARA microfilm M1509, roll 1935. The draft board
recorded he was born 24 December 1896, Berryville, New York. Also, Kim Sullivan, Berryville clerk, to Deborah
Carl, email dated 15 March 2022, stated she could not locate the birth record for Marcus Coloney but she had very
few records that old; in possession of the author. Also, “U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942,”
database with images, Ancestry
(https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/44544_04_00013-00595 : accessed 26 April
2022), U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 > New York > All > Collins, Webster - Common, William,
image 596 of 2112, serial number 504, Marcus Coloney; National Archives, St. Louis, Missouri, Records of the
Selective Service System, 147, box 114. The draft board recorded he was born 25 December 1896 in Sammonsville,
New York. Also, Nancy Hart, Town Clerk of Johnsville which includes Sammonsville, to Deborah Carl, email dated
22 February 2022, stated she had very few records that old and did not find a birth record for Marcus Coloney; in
possession of the author. Also, Susan Hoffman, Town Clerk of Highland which includes Barryville, New York, to
Deborah Carl, phone call 19 May 2022, stated there were very few birth entries in the registry for 1896 and none for
the Coloney family name. Also, City of Amsterdam, Montgomery, New York, death certificate, registered no. 274
(1959), Marcus Coloney; photocopy supplied by Stefanie Gerken, City Clerk, Amsterdam, New York, 28 April
2022, in possession of the author. See Document 10. The certificate stated Marcus was born 24 December 1896 in
Montgomery County, New York, and the information was supplied by the undertaker.

Deborah A. Carl
Case Study

Page 34 of 75

https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KXTR-9ZN
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/44544_04_00013-00595


17. ELTON WESTLEY5 BENTLEY (Erastus4, Hector3, George2, George1) was probably born
on 9 June 1887 possibly in California, and died on 8 April 1939 in Emmett, Gem, Idaho.122

He married MARY ENDRES on 11 June 1924 in Buffalo, Johnson, Wyoming123

Known children of Elton Westley5 Bentley and Mary Endres whose descendants have
DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

26.    iv. IRVA MARIE6 BENTLEY was born on 16 July 1930 in Wyoming, and died on
19 December 1988 probably in Idaho. She married Joe J. Wheeler on 2 June
1946 in Boise, Ada, Idaho.

18. HORACE DUANE5 CLAPSADDLE (Mary J.4 Smith, Lovina3 Fritts, Elisabeth2 Bentley,
George1) was born on 23 March 1900 in Clear Lake, Cerro Gordo, Iowa, and died on 17
February 1974 probably in Kossuth County, Iowa.124 He married LINDA BERTHA PRITCHARD

on 16 June 1930 in Beltrami County, Minnesota.125

Known children of Horace Duane5 Clapsaddle and Linda Bertha Pritchard whose
descendants have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

125 Beltrami County, Minnesota, certificate of marriage, Certificate No. 6161930 (1930), Horace D Clapsaddle and
Linda B Pritchard; certified abstract supplied by Beltrami County License Center, Bemidji, Minnesota, 7 March
2022, in possession of the author. See Document 12.

124 “Iowa, County Births, 1880-1935,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903
/1:1:KHTY-QDV : accessed 5 February 2022), Film # 004661074 > image 560 of 632, folio 36, entry for Horace
Duane Clapsaddle; citing Birth Register 1891-1936 for Cerro Gordo County, Mason City, Iowa. Iowa death records
are restricted for seventy-five years. For death information see Ancestry, Find A Grave, database with images,
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/75578464/horace-duane-clapsaddle : accessed 23 March 2022), memorial
75578464, Horace Duane Clapsaddle (1900-1974), East Lawn Cemetery, Algona, Kossuth County, Iowa; gravestone
photograph by Robbie Decker.

123 “Wyoming Marriages, 1869–1923,” database with images, FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/ark:
/61903/1:1:Q2DM-44K5 : accessed 5 February 2022), Wyoming Marriages, 1869–1923 > Marriage record, v. B–E,
1887–1927, image 456 of 535, p. 64, marriage record for Elton Westley Bentley and Mary Edith Endres; Wyoming
State Archives, Cheyenne.

122 “United States World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917–1918,” database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K687-6M9 : accessed 5 February 2022), United States World War I Draft
Registration Cards, 1917–1918 > Wyoming > Natrona County; A-Stock, Jay Y., image 324 of 5707, Registration
Card no. 23, Elton Westley Bentley; citing NARA microfilm M1509, roll WY8. Elton reported he was born 9 June
1887 in Sacramento, California, but a letter from the Office of the County Clerk of Sacramento said the birth record
could not be located. Birth records were not recorded at the state level in California until after 1905. See David
Tong, Office Specialist, County Clerk/Recorder Department, to Deborah A. Carl, letter 22 March 2022, stated the
birth record for Elton Westley Bentley born 9 June 1887 was not located; in possession of the author. Also, “Idaho,
U.S., Death Records, 1890–1969,” database with images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer
/collections/60566/images/46922_b296541-01582_page_0001 : accessed 5 February 2022), Idaho, U.S., Death
Records, 1890–1969 > 1939 > image 1528 of 4899, Certificate of Death, Registered No. 113962, Elton Westley
Bentley; Idaho Bureau of Vital Records and Health Statistics, Boise, Idaho.
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27.    iii. JACK GUY6 CLAPSADDLE (second birth in a set of twins) was born on 29 April
1934 in Algona, Kossuth, Iowa and died on 2 July 2004 in Algona, Kossuth,
Iowa. He married Lillian Sharon on 18 April 1954 probably in Algona,
Kossuth, Iowa.

19. RUTH RHEA5 BACON (Hattie Mae4 Gleason, Frances3 Fritts, Elisabeth2 Bentley,
George1) was born on 22 March 1896 in Strawberry Point, Clayton, Iowa, and died on 19
August 1956 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.126 She married EDWIN GEE on 10 April
1917 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.127

Known children of Ruth Rhea5 Bacon and Edwin Gee whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

28.   iii. DOREEN THELMA6 GEE was born on 17 May 1925 in Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada, and died on 28 August 2005 in Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada. She married Leslie Ketchell on 22 November 1947 in
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.

127 “Canada, British Columbia Marriage Registrations, 1859-1932; 1937–1938,” Digital Folder 004400862, image
2886 of 2928, folio 36286, Marriage Certificate 289, Edwin Gee and Ruth Rhea Bacon.

126 1900 U.S. census, Clayton County, Iowa, population schedule, Cass Township, Town of Strawberry Point,
enumeration district 45, sheet 12-B, dwell. 244, fam. 251, George F. Bacon household, line 57 for Ruth M. Bacon,
image 24 of 37. Ruth was listed as four years old, born March 1896 in Iowa, the daughter of George F. Bacon. Also,
“Canada, British Columbia Marriage Registrations, 1859-1932; 1937–1938,” database with images, FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JDZL-RBN : accessed 7 February 2022), Digital Folder 004400862, image
2886 of 2928, folio 36286, Marriage Certificate 289, Edwin Gee and Ruth Rhea Bacon; British Columbia Archives,
Victoria, Canada. The handwriting looks like Ruth filled out her portion of the marriage record and listed her
birthplace as Strawberry Point, Iowa and her parents as George Bacon and Hattie Gleason.  She listed her age as
twenty-one, but did not list a birth date. Also, Terri E. Gould, Clerk of Cass Township Trustees, to Deborah Carl,
email dated 26 April 2022, stated she found no birth record for Ruth; in possession of the author. Also, Open birth,
marriage and death registrations at the British Columbia Archives, digital images, Royal BC Museum
(https://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Image/Genealogy/fd71a100-938e-4b14-bea7-9361389d6b85 :
accessed 7 February 2022), Archives > Search > Search Genealogy > Search for Ruth Rhea Gee, Registration of
Death No. 1956-09-009114 for Ruth Rhea Gee; BC Archives Microfilm No. B13229, Victoria, Canada. Her husband
listed her birth date on the death record and reported her birthplace as Iowa, but he listed her parents as unknown.
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Figure 4 Shared Matches with Rick Bentley’s DNA Matches

Shared matches do not go beyond DNA Test Donor’s predicted 4th–6th Cousin relationships
and must have 20cM or more DNA in common.128 For example, DNA Match J was a predicted
4th–6th cousin so showed up as a match with DNA Match K, but DNA Match K was a
predicted 5th–8th cousin so did not show up as a match with DNA Match J or any other
DNA matches. With DNA Match G, she did not show up as a match with the other DNA
matches (including her daughter DNA Match H) because she was DNA Test Donor’s
predicted 5th–8th cousin, but the four cousins that were shared matches must have 20cM
or more DNA in common with her. Apparently, none of the cousins share 20cM or more
DNA with DNA Match J.

Generation Six

20. GEORGE RICHARD6 BENTLEY (George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2, George1) was
born on 1 August 1915 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, and died on 16 February
1996 in East Hartford, Hartford, Connecticut.129 He married ETHEL MINNIE RAMSEY on 27
November 1936 in Nassau, Rensselaer, New York.130

Known children of George Richard6 Bentley and Ethel Minnie Ramsey whose
descendants have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

130 Town of Nassau, Rensselaer, New York, "Record of Marriages," 1936 section, no volume listed, no. 227,
marriage of George Richard Bentley and Ethel Minnie Ramsey; photocopied page supplied by Kara Pearson, Town
Clerk, Nassau, New York, 21 March 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 15.

129 City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, “Register of Births in the City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga
County, State of New York,” 1915 section, no volume listed, p. 210, Registered No. 159, George Richard Bentley;
photocopied certificate supplied by City Clerk’s office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 26 February 2022, in
possession of the author. See Document 13. Also, Town of East Hartford, Hartford, Connecticut, death certificate,
state file number 093 (1996), George R. Bentley; certified photocopy supplied by City Clerk’s Office, East Hartford,
Connecticut, 24 February 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 14.

128 Margaret O’Brien, “Ancestry Shared Matches – Nine Power Tips for Your Research,” 9 September 2020, Data
Mining DNA (https://www.dataminingdna.com/ancestry-shared-matches : accessed 5 April 2022), section 3,
Ancestry’s Shared Match Threshold.
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29.      i. GEORGE RICHARD7 BENTLEY JR. was born on 6 September 1937 in Springfield,
Hampden, Massachusetts, and died on 13 May 2014 in Frederick, Frederick,
Maryland. He married Dorothy Hayden Ashton on 29 June 1957 in Lewiston,
Androscoggin, Maine.

21. WESLEY EDWARD6 BENTLEY (George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2, George1) was
born on 1 July 1917 in Stillwater, Saratoga, New York, and died on 26 January 1987 in
Bethany, Oklahoma, Oklahoma.131 He married GRACE CROSS FILLMORE on 29 May 1937 in
Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts.132

Known children of Wesley Edward6 Bentley and Grace Cross Fillmore whose
descendants have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

30.    ii. WESLEY EDWARD7 BENTLEY JR. was born on 7 October 1944 in Springfield,
Hampden, Massachusetts, and died on 22 January 2011 at Bradley, Kankakee,
Illinois. He married Lois Widick on 20 July 1974 in Springfield, Sangamon,
Illinois.

132 City of Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, “Marriages Registered in the City of Springfield, Massachusetts,
Nineteen Hundred and Thirty-seven,” register book Marriages 1937, folio 20, number 351, marriage of Wesley
Edward Bentley and Grace Cross Fillmore; City Clerk's Office, Springfield, Massachusetts. The marriage record
listed Wesley’s place of birth as “Stillwater N Y.”

131 Danielle Cowin, Stillwater Town Clerk, to Deborah A. Carl, email dated 5 April 2022, stated that a birth record
for either Leslie E. or Wesley Edward Bentley born 1 July 1917 in Stillwater, record number 61954, son of George
Jesse Bentley and Satie Melvina Bellamy was not found in their offices; in possession of the author. Wesley’s birth
record was listed in the New York birth index as Leslie E. Bentley born 1 July 1917 in Stillwater. See “New York
State, Birth Index, 1881–1942,” database with images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections
/61667/images/48877_556557-00108 : accessed 12 April 2022), New York State, Birth Index, 1881–1942 > New
York State Department of Health > 1917, image 109 of 1903, entry for Leslie E. Bentley; New York State
Department of Health, Albany. A copy of the birth record was requested from the state after the town clerk of
Stillwater was unable to locate it. The processing time for a genealogical birth record from the State of New York is
eight months or more and they recommend ordering it from the place of birth which did not work in this case. See
“Vital Record Order Processing Times,” revised September 2014, New York State Department of Health
(https://www.health.ny.gov/vital_records/processingtime.htm : accessed 12 April 2022), no path from home page,
Genealogical Request Processing Times. Wesley Edward Bentley reported he was born 1 July 1917 in Stillwater,
New York, on his World War II draft card. See “U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940–1947,” database
with images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44016_12_00007-00101 :
accessed 12 April 2022), U.S., World War II Draft Cards Young Men, 1940–1947 > Massachusetts >
Bastardo-Brandon > Bentley, James-Berger, Frederick, image 102 of 1999, card for Wesley Edward Bentley, serial
number 841; National Archives, St. Louis, Missouri, Records of the Selective Service System, 147, box 64. For
death information see “Deaths,” The Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma), Wednesday, 28 January 1987,
p. 32, col. 6 [there is an obituary in col. 7, but it does not mention the death date], “Metropolitan,” Wesley Bentley;
imaged at Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/95639375/the-daily-oklahoman/ : accessed 19
February 2022). Oklahoma death records are restricted for 50 years.
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22. CHARLES HENRY6 BENTLEY (George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2, George1) was born
on 13 July 1919 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, and died on 30 May 1985 in Three
Rivers, Hampden, Massachusetts.133 He married JEAN ROKOSZ on 6 October 1940 in
Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts.134

Known children of Charles Henry6 Bentley and Jean Rokosz who either are a DNA
match with or whose descendants have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

31.     i. DNA7 MATCH B135

32.    ii. PRIVATE

Known children of Charles Henry6 Bentley and Private (not married) who are DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

33.     i. DNA7 MATCH D136

23. MARIE LUELLA6 BENTLEY (George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2, George1) was born
on 16 January 1921 in Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, and died on 8 May 2007 in St.
Petersburg, Pinellas, Florida.137 She married DOUGLAS E. ELLSWORTH on 18 October 1941 in
Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts.138

138 City of Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, “Marriages Registered in the City of Springfield, Massachusetts,
Nineteen Hundred and Forty-one,” register book Marriages 1941, folio 113, number 2021, marriage of Douglas
Elmer Ellsworth and Luella Marie Bentley; City Clerk's Office, Springfield, Massachusetts.

137 City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, “Register of Births in the City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga
County, State of New York,” 1921 section, no volume listed, folio 266, Registered No. 12, Luella Marie Bentley;
photocopied certificate supplied by City Clerk’s office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 26 February 2022, in
possession of the author. See Document 18. Also, Florida Department of Health, death certificate, 2007 061945
(2007), Marie Ellsworth; certified abstract supplied by Bureau of Vital Statistics, Jacksonville, Florida, 2 March
2022, in possession of the author. See Document 19.

136 Predicted 2nd–3rd Cousin (actually 1st cousin 1x removed), sharing 316 cM, across 15 segments.
135 Predicted 2nd–3rd Cousin (actually 1st cousin 2x removed), sharing 321 cM, across 12 segments.

134 City of Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, “Marriages Registered in the City of Springfield, Massachusetts,
Nineteen Hundred and Forty,” register book Marriages 1940, folio 90, number 1606, marriage of Charles Henry
Bentley and Jean Josephine Rokosz; City Clerk's Office, Springfield, Massachusetts.

133 City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, “Register of Births in the City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga
County, State of New York,” 1919 section, no volume listed, p. 55, Registered No. 152, Charles Henry Bentley;
photocopied certificate supplied by City Clerk’s office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 26 February 2022, in
possession of the author. See Document 16. Also, City of Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, death certificate,
unnumbered (1985), Charles Henry Bentley; certified photocopy supplied by City Clerk’s office, Springfield,
Massachusetts, 5 June 1985, from the files of George Richard Bentley Jr. in possession of the author. See Document
17.
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Known children of Marie Luella6 Bentley and Douglas E. Ellsworth whose
descendants have DNA matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

34.  iii. PRIVATE7 ELLSWORTH

24. WILLIAM6 BENTLEY (George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2, George1) was born on 31
August 1924 in Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, and died on 6 December 1945 in
Wakayama, Wakayama, Honshu, Japan.139 He married MABEL DUHON on 2 November 1944
in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.140

Known children of William6 Bentley and Mabel Duhon whose descendants have DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

35.      i. JUDITH ANN7 BENTLEY was born on 29 September 1945 in Lake Charles,
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, and died on 8 January 2019 in Houston, Harris,
Texas. She married John Jerome Warner on 1 June 1962 in Lake Charles,
Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.

25. WILLIAM GORDON6 COLONEY (Marcus5 Coloney, Abigale4 Bentley, Abram3, George2,
George1) was born on 1 May 1923 in Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, and died on 28 July

140 Parish of Calcasieu, Louisiana, Marriage License no. 53-518 (1944), William Brown Bentley and Mable Duhon;
photocopy supplied by Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 22 March 2022, in possession of
the author. See Document 22.

139 The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, record of birth, vol. 126, p. 402, no. 2526 (1924), William Brown
Bentley; photocopy supplied by Office of the Secretary of State, Archives Division, Boston, Massachusetts, 22
March 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 20. Also, Death locator card D12350, William Brown
Bentley, Army serial number 11,098,334, stating Pfc Bentley drowned at Wakayama, Honshu, Japan; copy provided
by the Massachusetts National Guard, Military Records Branch, Milford, Massachusetts, in possession of the author.
See Document 21. Because the death occured in Japan during his military service, the Military Records Branch
suggested there would not be a death certificate but the City of Springfield, Massachusetts or the funeral home
(Byron Keenan Funeral Home in Springfield) might have created a death certificate; neither were able to locate a
death record for William Bentley.  Search of death records for William Bentley performed at City Clerk's Office,
Springfield Massachusetts on 9 April 2022.  Byron’s Funeral Home phone call with Deborah Carl on 23 February
2022.
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2008 in Xenia, Greene, Ohio.141 He married CAROL MARGARET HEATH on 9 June 1944 in
Broadalbin, Fulton, New York.142

Known children of William Gordon6 Coloney and Carol Margaret Heath who are DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

36.    iv. DNA7 MATCH G143

26. IRVA MARIE6 BENTLEY (Elton Wesley5, Erastus4, Hector3, George2, George1) was born
on 16 July 1930 in Wyoming, and died on 19 December 1988 probably in Idaho.144 She
married JOE J. WHEELER on 2 June 1946 in Boise, Ada, Idaho.145

Known children of Irva Marie6 Bentley and Joe J. Wheeler whose descendants have
DNA matches with DNA Test Donor were as follows:

37.      i. STEVE DUANE7 WHEELER was born on 6 April 1947 in Emmett, Gem, Idaho,

145 “Idaho, U.S., County Marriage Records, 1864-1967,” digital images, Ancestry, (https://www.ancestry.com
/imageviewer/collections/61480/images/47803_3421606201_0113-00136 : accessed 9 February 2022), Idaho, U.S.,
County Marriage Records, 1864-1967 > Ada > Marriage Ledger : 1946, image 135 of 632, Marriage License and
Certificate No. 41, stamped 17 427, p. 67 for Joe Wheeler Jr. and Irva Marie Bentley; Idaho State Archives and
Historical Society, Boise, Idaho.

144 1940 U.S. census, Gem County, Idaho, population schedule, West Emmett Election Precinct, Enumeration
District 23-16, sheet 11-A, household 215, Mary Bentley household; imaged at FamilySearch
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VY4L-HX6 : accessed 20 May 2022), United States Census, 1940 > Idaho
> Gem > West Emmett Election Precinct > 23-16 West Emmet Election Precinct outside Emmett City, image 21 of
53; citing NARA microfilm T627, roll 746. Irva, age nine, was born in Wyoming and had been living in Lemhi,
Idaho in 1935. Also, Ancestry, Find A Grave, database with images
(https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/236155047/irva-m-wheeler : accessed 10 February 2022), memorial
236155047, Irva M. Wheeler (1930–1988), Emmett Cemetery, Emmett, Gem County, Idaho; gravestone photograph
by everyone matters. Irva’s birth and death dates were on the grave marker. No obituary was found and, while Irva
lived in Oregon for a time, she probably died in Idaho as she had family in the area and appears to have lived there
since 1935 or before. Wyoming birth records are restricted for 100 years. Idaho death records are restricted until 50
years after the death. See “Regional Obituaries,” The Idaho Daily Statesman (Boise, Idaho), Saturday Morning, 18
March 1967, p. 8, col. 7, obituary for Mrs. Mary Edith Bentley; imaged at GenealogyBank
(https://www.genealogybank.com : accessed 20 May 2022). The obituary said Mary Edith was the widow of Elton
Bentley, and Mrs. Irva Wheeler of Emmett was her daughter.

143 Predicted 5th–8th Cousin (actually 5th cousin 1x removed), sharing 16 cM, across 1 segment.

142 Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, record of marriages, 1944 section, no volume listed, No. 557, Wm
Gordon Coloney and Carol Margaret Heath; photocopy of section of the page supplied by Town Clerk’s Office,
Broadalbin, New York, 24 February 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 25.

141 Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, birth register, 1923 section, no volume listed, Registered No. 14, William
Gordon Coloney, son of Markus Coloney and Anna Bertha Hults; photocopy of section of the page supplied by
Town Clerk’s Office, Broadalbin, New York, 22 February 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 23. Also,
Ohio Department of Health, death certificate, State File No. 2008064312 (2008), William Gordon Coloney Sr., son
of Marcus H Coloney and Anna Bertha Hults; certified abstract supplied by Greene County Public Health, Xenia,
Ohio, 28 February 2022, in possession of the author. See Document 24.
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and died on 25 October 2008 probably in Portland, Multnomah, Oregon. He
married Myrl Frazier on 5 April 1967 in Ontario, Malheur, Oregon.

27. JACK GUY6 CLAPSADDLE (John Guy5 Clapsaddle, Mary4 Smith, Lovina3 Fritts,
Elisabeth2 Bentley, George1) was born on 29 April 1934 in Algona, Kossuth, Iowa, and died
on 2 July 2004 in Algona, Kossuth, Iowa.146 He married LILLIAN SHARON on 18 April 1954
probably in Algona, Kossuth, Iowa.147

Known children of Jack Guy6 Clapsaddle and Lillian Sharon who are DNA matches
with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

38.   iii. DNA7 MATCH J148

28. DOREEN THELMA6 GEE (Ruth Rhea5 Bacon, Hattie Mae4 Gleason, Frances3 Fritts,
Elisabeth2 Bentley, George1) was born on 17 May 1925 in Vancouver, British Columbia,
Canada, and died on 28 August 2005 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.149 She
married LESLIE KETCHELL on 22 November 1947 in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.150

150 DNA Match K to Deborah A. Carl, email dated 7 February 2022, sent a digital image of the marriage invitation
for the wedding of Doreen Thelma Gee and Leslie E.C. Ketchell; in possession of the author. Also, “Engagements,”
The Vancouver Sun (Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada), Saturday, 15 November 1947, p.35, col. 2, Mr. and Mrs.
E. Gee announce the engagement of their second daughter, Doreen Thelma to Mr. Leslie E. C. Ketchell; imaged at
Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip/95562153/the-vancouver-sun/ : accessed 21 May 2022). Access
to British Columbia marriage records are restricted to close family members until twenty years after the individual’s
death due to privacy issues.

149 “Remembering,” The Vancouver Sun (Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada), Wednesday, 31 August 2005, p. 40,
col. 2, obituary for Doreen Thelma (née Gee) Ketchell; imaged at Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com :
accessed 21 May 2022). The obituary provided birth and death information, and mentioned she was the widow of
Leslie Ketchell. Also, “Deaths,” The Vancouver Sun (Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada), Tuesday, 21 August
1956, p. 22, col. 3, obituary for Ruth Rhea Gee; imaged at Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/clip
/95563826/obituary-for-ruth-rhea-gee-aged-61/ : accessed 21 May 2022). The obituary listed “Mrs. Leslie (Doreen)
Ketchell” as one of her daughters. Access to British Columbia birth and death records are restricted to close family
members until twenty years after the individual’s death due to privacy issues.

148 Predicted 4th–6th Cousin (actually 5th cousin 1x removed), sharing 22 cM, across 2 segments.

147 “Society,” Kossuth County Advance (Algona, Iowa), Thursday, 22 April 1954, p. 8, cols. 2 & 3, wedding
announcement for Jack Clapsaddle and Lillian Sharon; imaged at Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com
/clip/95575158/kossuth-county-advance/ : accessed 21 May 2022). Iowa marriage records are restricted for
seventy-five years.

146 “Iowa, U.S., Births (series) 1880–1904, 1921–1944 and Delayed Births (series), 1856-1940” database with
images, Ancestry, (https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/48951_104111098_00647 :
accessed 23 March 2022), Iowa, U.S., Births (series) 1880–1904, 1921–1944 and Delayed Births (series),
1856-1940 > Birth Records > Kossuth County > 1933–1941, image 647 of 4721, Standard Certificate of Birth No.
50 for Jack Guy Clapsaddle; State Historical Society of Iowa, Des Moines. Iowa death records are restricted for
seventy-five years. See “Obituaries,” Globe-Gazette (Mason City, Iowa), Sunday, 4 July 2004, p. 9, col. 6, obituary
for Dr. Jack Clapsaddle; imaged at GenealogyBank (https://www.genealogybank.com : accessed 20 May 2022).
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Known children of Doreen Thelma6 Gee and Leslie Ketchell whose descendants are
DNA matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

39.    iv. DNA7 MATCH K151

Generation Seven

29. GEORGE RICHARD7 BENTLEY JR. (George Richard6, George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3,
Charles2, George1) was born on 6 September 1937 in Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts,
and died on 13 May 2014 in Frederick, Frederick, Maryland.152 He married DOROTHY

HAYDEN ASHTON on 29 June 1957 in Lewiston, Androscoggin, Maine.153

Known child of George Richard7 Bentley and Dorothy Hayden Ashton who is the
source of the DNA sample used to triangulate the DNA Matches to determine the common
ancestor:

40.   iii. DNA8 TEST DONOR

30. WESLEY EDWARD7 BENTLEY JR. (Wesley Edward6, George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3,
Charles2, George1) was born on 7 October 1944 in Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts,
and died on 22 January 2011 in Bradley, Kankakee, Illinois.154 He married PRIVATE.

154 Constance, Springfield City Clerk's office, provided a handwritten transcript of the birth record of Wesley
Edward Bentley Jr., created 11 April 2022, not dated; citing Birth registry book 1941, p. 26, City Clerk’s Office,
Springfield, Massachusetts, in possession of the author. Also, Illinois death records are restricted to close family
members until twenty years after the individual’s death due to privacy issues. See “Obituary for Wesley E. Bentley
Jr.,” Clancy-Gernon Funeral Homes, (https://www.clancygernon.com/obituaries/Wesley-Bentley/#!/Obituary :
accessed 19 February 2022), Obituaries > search Bentley > Wesley E. Bentley Jr. > Obituary and Service, Wesley E.
Bentley Jr.

153 City of Lewiston, Androscoggin, Maine, marriage certificate, State File No. 262 (1957), George Richard Bentley,
Jr. and Dorothy Hayden Ashton; photocopy supplied by City Clerk’s Office, Lewiston, Maine, 24 February 2022, in
possession of the author.

152 Constance, Springfield City Clerk's office, provided a handwritten transcript of the birth record of George
Richard Bentley Jr., created 11 April 2022, not dated; citing Births register book 1937, p. 43, City Clerk’s Office,
Springfield, Massachusetts, in possession of the author. Also, State of Maryland Department of Health, certificate of
death, reg. No. 2014 161 (2014), George Richard Bentley Jr.; certified photocopy on security paper supplied by
Division of Vital Records, Baltimore, Maryland, in possession of the author. See Document 26.

151 Predicted 5th–8th Cousin (actually 5th cousin 1x removed), sharing 19 cM, across 1 segment.
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Known children of Wesley Edward7 Bentley and Private whose descendants are DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

41.   iii. DNA8 MATCH A155

32. PRIVATE7 BENTLEY (Charles Henry6, George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2, George1)
He married PRIVATE.

Known children of Private7 Bentley and Private whose descendants are DNA
matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

42.      i. DNA8 MATCH C156

34. PRIVATE7 ELLSWORTH (Marie Luella6 Bentley, George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2,
George1) She married PRIVATE.

Known children of Private7 Ellsworth and Private (not married) whose descendants
are DNA matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

43.      i. DNA8 MATCH E157

35. JUDITH ANN7 BENTLEY (Wesley Edward6, George Jesse5, Isaac4, Jesse3, Charles2,
George1) was born on 29 September 1945 in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, and
died on 8 January 2019 in Houston, Harris, Texas.158 She married JOHN JEROME WARNER on 1
June 1962 in Lake Charles, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana.159

159 Ibid.

158 DNA Match F to Deborah A. Carl, email dated 18 January 2022, provided information about his mother’s birth
and death; in possession of the author. Louisiana birth records are restricted to close family members and their
attorneys until 100 years after the birth. The death records in Texas are restricted to immediate family members and
funeral directors listed on the record until twenty-five years after the death. See Parish of Calcasieu, Louisiana,
Certificate of Marriage, License no. 110 096 (1962), John Jerome Warner and Judith Ann Bentley; photocopy
supplied by the Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 22 March 2022, in possession of the
author. See Document 28. The marriage record gave her date of birth and named her parents as William Brown
Bentley and Mabel Duhon.

157 Predicted 2nd–3rd Cousin (actually 2nd cousin), sharing 146 cM, across 8 segments.
156 Predicted 2nd–3rd Cousin (actually 2nd cousin), sharing 172 cM, across 7 segments.
155 Predicted 4th–6th Cousin (actually 2nd cousin), sharing 27 cM, across 2 segments.
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Known children of Judith Ann7 Bentley and Jerome Warner whose descendants are
DNA matches with  are as follows:

44.    ii. DNA8 MATCH F160

36. DNA7 MATCH G (William Gordon6 Coloney, Marcus5 Coloney, Abigale4 Bentley,
Abram3, George2, George1) She married PRIVATE.

Known children of DNA7 Match G and Private whose descendants are DNA matches
with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

45.     ii. DNA8 MATCH H161

37. STEVE DUANE7 WHEELER (Irva Marie6 Bentley, Elton Wesley5, Erastus4, Hector3,
George2, George1) was born on 6 April 1947 in Emmett, Gem, Idaho, and died on 25 October
2008 probably in Portland, Multnomah, Oregon.162 He married MYRL FRAZIER on 5 April
1967 in Ontario, Malheur, Oregon.163

Known children of Steve Duane7 Wheeler and Myrl Frazier whose descendants are
DNA matches with DNA Test Donor are as follows:

46.      i. DNA8 MATCH I164

164 Predicted 4th–6th Cousin (actually 6th cousin), sharing 21 cM, across 1 segment.

163 “Oregon, U.S., State Marriages, 1906-1968,” database with images, Ancestry, Lincoln-Morrow, image 679 of
1913, Record of Marriage, County File No. 79665, marriage of Steve Duane Wheeler and Myrl Frazier.

162 Idaho birth records are restricted for 100 years to close family members and those with a legal interest. See
“Oregon, U.S., State Marriages, 1906-1968,” database with images, Ancestry (https://www.ancestry.com
/imageviewer/collections/61677/images/48910_302022005598_0167-00678 : accessed 16 February 2022), Oregon,
U.S., State Marriages, 1906-1968 > 1967 > Lincoln-Morrow, image 679 of 1913, Record of Marriage, County File
No. 79665, arranged by county and date of marriage, marriage of Steve Duane Wheeler and Myrl Frazier; Oregon
State Archives, Salem. The marriage record stated Duane was born 6 April 1947 in Emmett, Gem, Idaho, the son of
Joe J. Wheeler and Irva Bentley. Oregon death records are restricted for fifty years to close family members. See
“United States Social Security Death Index,” database, FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org
/ark:/61903/1:1:JG5L-PZP : accessed 16 February 2022), entry for Steve Duane Wheeler, b. 6 April 1947, d. 25
October 2008, last residence Portland, Multnomah, Oregon; U.S. Social Security Administration, Death Master File,
database, National Technical Information Service, Alexandria, Virginia.

161 Predicted 5th–8th Cousin (actually 6th cousin), sharing 14 cM, across 1 segment.
160 Predicted 2nd–3rd Cousin (actually 2nd cousin), sharing 190 cM, across 7 segments.
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Conclusion

It appears Lewis Bentley was correct and George Bentley Sr. was the father of Abraham,
Anna, Esther, Isaac, George Jr., Charles, and Betsey. John Otis Bentley was incorrect when he
named Jesse Bentley as one of George Bentley Sr.’s children which was published in Bentley
Gleanings and has since been repeated in fifteen Ancestry trees and on FamilySearch. And
John Otis and Mrs. Henry Bentley (Ruth Shaw) both failed to mention several of George
Bentley Sr.’s children when they were communicating with Julia Harrison Lobdell.

Witnesses:

1. John Otis Bentley, George Sr.’s great-nephew, wrote to Julia Harrison Lobdell saying
George Sr. was the father of Abraham and Charles Bentley and that Charles was the
father of Jesse. John Otis was acquainted with Jesse and visited with him shortly
before he wrote the letter. John Otis would have been about eight years old when
George Sr. died, so he was probably repeating what he’d been told by family
members.

2. Lewis Bentley, George Sr.’s grandson, said the children of George Sr. were Abram,
Yerry (George Jr.), Isaac, Charles, Anna, Esther, and Betsey. Lewis was about fifty-one
years old when George Sr. died around 1839 and had “spent three months in
Saratoga County in the fall of 1838.”165 Again, Lewis was probably repeating what
he’d heard from other family members, but he probably also visited with his
grandfather who could have been the source of his information.

3. Ruth (née Shaw) Bentley, wife of George Sr.’s grandson Henry, also wrote to Lobdell
and reported that George Sr.’s children were Abraham, George Jr., Isaac, Charles, and
Betsey. She probably married Henry Bentley in 1837 and probably was only
acquainted with George Bentley Sr. for a year or two. By the time she wrote Lobdell,
Esther had been dead for 80 years and Anna had been dead for probably more than
90 years. If Ruth knew about them, she had probably forgotten.

165 Bentley, History of the Bentleys, image 17 of 48, p. 12.
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Circumstantial Evidence:

1. George Sr. was living in Greenfield and in 1820 had neighbors named Abraham
Bentley, George Bentley Jr., and Charles Bentley who were the right ages to be his
sons.

2. There were also men of the right age and with the same names as the men who were
believed to have married two of George Sr.’s daughters, living with women who were
the right age to be George Sr.’s daughters.

3. There was no Isaac Bentley in the neighborhood which was expected since his son
Lewis reported Isaac had moved to Richmond, Ontario, New York in 1816.

4. Anna was the only child named by Lewis Bentley whose whereabouts were not
found; however, Lewis Bentley proved to be a reliable source and evidence was
found to support the idea that Edy Button was the granddaughter of George Bentley
Sr. through his daughter Anna Bentley and her husband John Button.

5. There were no other Bentleys listed as a head of household in Greenfield in 1820.

DNA Evidence:

1. DNA matches were found and compared to a known descendant of Charles Bentley,
the father of Jesse Bentley.

2. The paper trail for each of the DNA match’s ancestry was found to lead back to a
child of George Sr. according to the above-named witnesses and circumstantial
evidence.

3. There were five family lines leading to George Sr. supporting the conclusion that
Charles, George Jr., and Elisabeth were siblings.
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Document 1: Jesse Bentley 1909 Death Record

City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, "Register of Deaths in the Village of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga
County, State of New York," 1909 section, no volume listed, no. 85, Jesse Bentley; photocopied images of Jesse
Bentley’s entry which spanned two pages supplied by City Clerk’s Office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 8 July 2021,
in possession of the author.
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Document 2: Isaac Bentley 1915 Death Record

New York Department of Health, death certificate, 37874 (1915), Isaac Bentley; Bureau of Vital Statistics, Albany,
New York, photocopy from the files of George Richard Bentley Jr. in possession of the author.
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Document 3: Hector E. Bentley and Harriet Horton 1850 Marriage Record

Shiawassee County, Michigan, record of marriage, no. 18500273 (1850), Hector E Bentley and Harriet Horton;
certified abstract supplied by Caroline D. Wilson, Clerk of the County of Shiawasse and of the Circuit Court,
Corunna, Michigan, 25 March 2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 4:  Ashley W. Gleason and Frances Ellen Fritts
1858 Marriage Record

DeKalb County, Illinois, Marriage Licenses and Returns, Gleason-Fritts, 1858; photocopied certificate supplied by
County Clerk of DeKalb, Sycamore, Illinois, 28 February 2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 5: Isaac Bentley and Ella Corp 1891 Marriage Record

City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, "Register of Marriages in the Town and Village of Saratoga Springs,
Saratoga County, State of New York," 1891 section, no volume listed, no. 14, marriage of Isaac Bentley and Ella
Corp; photocopied pages supplied by City Clerk’s Office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 22 March 2022, in
possession of the author.
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Document 6: Abigail B. (Bentley) Coloney 1925 Death Record

Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, “Register of Deaths in the Village of Broadalbin, County of Fulton, State of
New York,” 1925 section, no volume listed, p. 18, Registered No. 1, Abigail B. Coloney; photocopied page supplied
by Town Clerk, Broadalbin, New York, 24 February 2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 7: Delos D. Clapsaddle and Mary Smith
1883 Marriage Record

Illinois State Board of Health, marriage license, no. 544, (1883), Delos D. Clapsaddle and Mary Smith; electronic
copy supplied by The Offices of the Clerk & Recorder, DeKalb County, Sycamore, Illinois, 25 April 2022, in
possession of the author.
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Document 8: George Jesse Bentley 1893 Birth Record

New York State Department of Health, certificate of birth registration, no. 561 (1893), George Jesse Bentley; Bureau
of Vital Statistics, Albany, New York, photocopy from the files of George Richard Bentley Jr. in possession of the
author.
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Document 9: George Jesse Bentley 1964 Death Record

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, standard certificate of death, unnumbered (1964), George Jesse Bentley, son of
Isaac Bentley and Luella Carp; Clerk’s Office, Springfield, Massachusetts, photocopy from the files of George
Richard Bentley Jr. in possession of the author.
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Document 10: Marcus Coloney 1959 Death Record

City of Amsterdam, Montgomery, New York, death certificate, registered no. 274 (1959), Marcus Coloney;
photocopy supplied by Stefanie Gerken, City Clerk, Amsterdam, New York, 28 April 2022, in possession of the
author.
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Document 11: Marcus Coloney and Anna Bertha Hults
1920 Marriage Record

Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, marriage register, 1920 section, no volume listed, No. 160, Marcus Coloney
and Anna Bertha Hults; photocopy of section of the page supplied by Town Clerk’s Office, Broadalbin, New York,
24 February 2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 12: Horace D Clapsaddle and Linda B Pritchard
1930 Marriage Record

Beltrami County, Minnesota, certificate of marriage, Certificate No. 6161930 (1930), Horace D Clapsaddle and
Linda B Pritchard; certified abstract supplied by Beltrami County License Center, Bemidji, Minnesota, 7 March
2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 13: George Richard Bentley 1915 Birth Record

City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, “Register of Births in the City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga County,
State of New York,” 1915 section, no volume listed, p. 210, Registered No. 159, George Richard Bentley;
photocopied certificate supplied by City Clerk’s office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 26 February 2022, in
possession of the author.
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Document 14: George Richard Bentley 1996 Death Record

Town of East Hartford, Hartford, Connecticut, death certificate, state file number 093 (1996), George R. Bentley;
certified photocopy supplied by City Clerk’s Office, East Hartford, Connecticut, 24 February 2022, in possession of
the author.
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Document 15: George Richard Bentley and Ethel Minnie Ramsey
1936 Marriage Record

Town of Nassau, Rensselaer, New York, "Record of Marriages," 1936 section, no volume listed, no. 227, marriage
of George Richard Bentley and Ethel Minnie Ramsey; photocopied page supplied by Kara Pearson, Town Clerk,
Nassau, New York, 21 March 2022, in possession of the author.

Deborah A. Carl
Case Study

Page 62 of 75



Document 16: Charles Henry Bentley 1919 Birth Record

City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, “Register of Births in the City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga County,
State of New York,” 1919 section, no volume listed, p. 55, Registered No. 152, Charles Henry Bentley; photocopied
certificate supplied by City Clerk’s office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 26 February 2022, in possession of the
author.
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Document 17: Charles Henry Bentley 1985 Death Record

City of Springfield, Hampden, Massachusetts, death certificate, unnumbered (1985), Charles Henry Bentley;
certified photocopy supplied by City Clerk’s office, Springfield, Massachusetts, 5 June 1985, from the files of
George Richard Bentley Jr. in possession of the author. See Document 17.
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Document 18: Luella Marie Bentley 1921 Birth Record

City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New York, “Register of Births in the City of Saratoga Springs, Saratoga County,
State of New York,” 1921 section, no volume listed, folio 266, Registered No. 12, Luella Marie Bentley;
photocopied certificate supplied by City Clerk’s office, Saratoga Springs, New York, 26 February 2022, in
possession of the author.
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Document 19: Marie (Bentley) Ellsworth 2007 Death Record

Also, Florida Department of Health, death certificate, 2007 061945 (2007), Marie Ellsworth; certified abstract
supplied by Bureau of Vital Statistics, Jacksonville, Florida, 2 March 2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 20: William Brown Bentley 1924 Birth Record

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, record of birth, vol. 126, p. 402, no. 2526 (1924), William Brown Bentley;
photocopy supplied by Office of the Secretary of State, Archives Division, Boston, Massachusetts, 22 March 2022,
in possession of the author.

Deborah A. Carl
Case Study

Page 67 of 75



Document 21: William Brown Bentley Military Death Locator Card

Death locator card D12350, William Brown Bentley, Army serial number 11,098,334, stating Pfc Bentley drowned
at Wakayama, Honshu, Japan; copy provided by the Massachusetts National Guard, Military Records Branch,
Milford, Massachusetts, in possession of the author.
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Document 22: William Brown Bentley and Mable Duhon
1944 Marriage Record

Parish of Calcasieu, Louisiana, Marriage License no. 53-518 (1944), William Brown Bentley and Mable Duhon;
photocopy supplied by Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 22 March 2022, in possession of
the author.
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Document 23: William Gordon Coloney 1923 Birth Record

Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, birth register, 1923 section, no volume listed, Registered No. 14, William
Gordon Coloney, son of Markus Coloney and Anna Bertha Hults; photocopy of section of the page supplied by
Town Clerk’s Office, Broadalbin, New York, 22 February 2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 24: William Gordon Coloney Sr. 2008 Death Record

Ohio Department of Health, death certificate, State File No. 2008064312 (2008), William Gordon Coloney Sr., son
of Marcus H Coloney and Anna Bertha Hults; certified abstract supplied by Greene County Public Health, Xenia,
Ohio, 28 February 2022, in possession of the author.
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Document 25: William Gordon Coloney and Carol Margaret Health
1944 Marriage Record

Town of Broadalbin, Fulton, New York, record of marriages, 1944 section, no volume listed, No. 557, Wm Gordon
Coloney and Carol Margaret Heath; photocopy of section of the page supplied by Town Clerk’s Office, Broadalbin,
New York, 24 February 2022, in possession of the author.

Deborah A. Carl
Case Study

Page 72 of 75



Document 26: George Richard Bentley Jr. 2014 Death Record

State of Maryland Department of Health, certificate of death, reg. No. 2014 161 (2014), George Richard Bentley Jr.;
certified photocopy on security paper supplied by Division of Vital Records, Baltimore, Maryland, in possession of
the author.
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Document 27: George Richard Bentley Jr. and Dorothy Hayden Ashton
1957 Marriage Record

City of Lewiston, Androscoggin, Maine, marriage certificate, State File No. 262 (1957), George Richard Bentley, Jr.
and Dorothy Hayden Ashton; photocopy supplied by City Clerk’s Office, Lewiston, Maine, 24 February 2022, in
possession of the author.
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Document 28: John Jerome Warner and Judith Ann Bentley
1962 Marriage Record

Parish of Calcasieu, Louisiana, Certificate of Marriage, License no. 110 096 (1962), John Jerome Warner and Judith
Ann Bentley; photocopy supplied by the Calcasieu Parish Clerk of Court, Lake Charles, Louisiana, 22 March 2022,
in possession of the author.
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