
Florence Maria Mansur
aka Nellie F. Whittemore
by Deborah A. Carl

Florence Maria Mansur was born in August 1863 in
Groton, Massachusetts, to George Mansur, a
tinman, and his wife, Mary Hamlin of Magnolia,
Florida. Mary had probably had a scare when
George was ordered to report to the draft board in

June of that year. He had already served 3 months in the Navy and was released
because of defective eyesight which may have affected his occupation as it changed
from jeweler (which included watchmaking) to tinman. Or in this time of war, there may
have been a need for more tinmen than jewelers.

In 1865, Mary and her four children – Charles age 9,
George age 7, Mary age 3, and Florence age 1 – were
living with her in-laws in Groton while it looks like George
was living and working as a teamster in Lowell. In 1870,
Mary was still living in Groton, working as a dressmaker
to support her three children – Charles age 14, George
age 12, Mary age 8. But Florence, age 6 was missing.

Florence appears as Nellie F Whittemore in the 1870
census. She was obviously not the biological child of George Whittemore who would
have been 52 and Martha Whittemore who would have been 51 at the time of her birth.
The Whittemores had two children, a boy and a girl, but both died young. They were
probably eager to welcome a child into their home.



1870 U.S. Census



The identity of Florence and Nellie appears in the details of her life. When she married
Flint H Boutwell in 1883 in Lunenburg, Massachusetts, she listed her birthplace as
Groton and her parents as George and Martha Whittemore. George and Martha were
living in Groton in 1865, but they were listed in the Massachusetts census with no
children – three houses away from the Mansur family and 1-year-old Florence.

1865 Massachusetts Census - Whittemore Family



1865 Massachusetts Census - Mansur Family



Nellie Boutwell’s 1949 death
certificate states she was born
in August 1863 in Groton,
Massachusetts, the daughter
of Abner Mansur and his wife
Hamlin according to her niece,
and namesake, Florence
Maud Mansur who had lived
with the Boutwells in
Worchester in 1900. Florence
Maud’s father was deceased
so she couldn’t check with him
and she was inaccurate on
some details. Abner was
Nellie Boutwell’s grandfather,
her father was George. But
Florence was correct that
Nellie’s mother’s surname was
Hamlin.

Florence Maud never knew her grandparents. George Mansur had spent ten months in
the Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary in 1859, and by 1880 he was blind from the
cataracts in his eyes. He was no longer living with his wife but was cared for by his
parents until he died in 1886 from asthma. His wife, Mary Elizabeth Hamlin,
predeceased him by three years, dying in 1883 from heart disease.



Nellie and Flint had one stillborn child. At the time of
her death, she was living at 85 Kinsley Street with her
niece Florence Maud who was married to Edward
Pombrio. Even though she had no children, Nellie lived
the traditional role of women of the time - a wife and
homemaker, and probably serving in her community
and church.

Nellie is buried in the Woodlawn Cemetery in Section
18 Lot 77. She is buried without a marker in the same
plot as her brother George Hyrum Mansur and his wife
Elizabeth.
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